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"Nate Silver's The Signal and the Noise is The Soul of a New Machine for the 21st century." —Rachel
Maddow, author of Drift

Nate Silver built an innovative system for predicting baseball performance, predicted the 2008 election
within a hair’s breadth, and became a national sensation as a blogger—all by the time he was thirty. He
solidified his standing as the nation's foremost political forecaster with his near perfect prediction of the 2012
election. Silver is the founder and editor in chief of FiveThirtyEight.com.

Drawing on his own groundbreaking work, Silver examines the world of prediction, investigating how we
can distinguish a true signal from a universe of noisy data. Most predictions fail, often at great cost to
society, because most of us have a poor understanding of probability and uncertainty. Both experts and
laypeople mistake more confident predictions for more accurate ones. But overconfidence is often the reason
for failure. If our appreciation of uncertainty improves, our predictions can get better too. This is the
“prediction paradox”: The more humility we have about our ability to make predictions, the more successful
we can be in planning for the future.

In keeping with his own aim to seek truth from data, Silver visits the most successful forecasters in a range
of areas, from hurricanes to baseball, from the poker table to the stock market, from Capitol Hill to the NBA.
He explains and evaluates how these forecasters think and what bonds they share. What lies behind their
success? Are they good—or just lucky? What patterns have they unraveled? And are their forecasts really
right? He explores unanticipated commonalities and exposes unexpected juxtapositions. And sometimes, it is
not so much how good a prediction is in an absolute sense that matters but how good it is relative to the
competition. In other cases, prediction is still a very rudimentary—and dangerous—science.

Silver observes that the most accurate forecasters tend to have a superior command of probability, and they
tend to be both humble and hardworking. They distinguish the predictable from the unpredictable, and they
notice a thousand little details that lead them closer to the truth. Because of their appreciation of probability,
they can distinguish the signal from the noise.

With everything from the health of the global economy to our ability to fight terrorism dependent on the
quality of our predictions, Nate Silver’s insights are an essential read.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

The actual book The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail-but Some Don't will bring you to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Signal and the Noise: Why So
Many Predictions Fail-but Some Don't is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Maria Gomez:

The reason? Because this The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail-but Some Don't is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Nancy Brown:

This The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail-but Some Don't is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can point out
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail-but Some Don't in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Elizabeth Acker:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book The Signal and the Noise: Why So Many Predictions Fail-but
Some Don't was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.
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