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What happens when a minority religious group's beliefs run counter to the laws and principles of the
American constitution? How do Americans reconcile the conflicting demands of church and state? In The
Americanization of Religious Minorities, Eric Michael Mazur recounts the experiences of Jehovah's
Witnesses, Mormons, and Native Americans as cases in which minority religious groups seek to practice
their faith in a constitutional order that recognizes a higher authority different from, and sometimes
incompatible with, their own.

Mazur identifies three basic strategies these minority religious groups can follow: establishing a separate
peace; accommodating their theology to political realities; and engaging in sustained conflict. He shows that,
in order to practice its faith without hindrance from the law, a member of a religious minority must somehow
buy into the principles and values of America's constitutional government. He also concludes that the closer
a minority's beliefs are to Protestant Christianity, the easier the accommodation. Throughout, Mazur
emphasizes the experience of religious minorities in dealing with this problem.

A fascinating investigation of religious groups' right to practice their faith, The Americanization of Religious
Minorities will be of interest to students and scholars of American religion, American politics, and
sociology.

"[I believe] the First Amendment represents the gift with the greatest potential to be given by this country to
the world. But I also believe it is a promise that, like the messiah, is always coming but never here. We must
understand what we have done to others who have faced the dilemma of being religious minorities in this
culture so that we can better understand the limits, and the potential, of our hopes for greater religious
freedom." -- from the Preface

"It has long been accepted that no freedom is absolute, but we do not often examine the implicit boundaries
set on religious freedom or think about the ramifications for religious communities that -- for any number of
reasons -- do not consider themselves, or are not considered by others, part of the mainstream. Part of the
value of this analysis rests in its exploration of how minority religious communities balance the desire to join
the dominant culture, on the one hand, with the sometimes conflicting desire to maintain a particularistic
community identity, on the other." -- from the Introduction
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From reader reviews:

Sheldon Downs:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Americanization of Religious Minorities:
Confronting the Constitutional Order is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Teresa Dillard:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Americanization
of Religious Minorities: Confronting the Constitutional Order suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled The Americanization of Religious Minorities:
Confronting the Constitutional Orderis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Constance Music:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Americanization of Religious Minorities:
Confronting the Constitutional Order was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Americanization of Religious Minorities: Confronting the Constitutional Order has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in
which.

Cheryl Bullen:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the The Americanization of Religious Minorities: Confronting the Constitutional Order when
you required it?
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