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What is a human right? How can we tell whether a proposed human right really is one? How do we establish
the content of particular human rights, and how do we resolve conflicts between them? These are pressing
questions for philosophers, political theorists, jurisprudents, international lawyers, and activists. James
Griffin offers answers in his compelling new investigation of the foundations of human rights.

First, On Human Rights traces the idea of a natural right from its origin in the late Middle Ages, when the
rights were seen as deriving from natural laws, through the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when the
original theological background was progressively dropped and 'natural law' emptied of most of its original
meaning. By the end of the Enlightenment, the term "human rights" (droits de l'homme) appeared, marking
the purge of the theological background. But the Enlightenment, in putting nothing in its place, left us with
an unsatisfactory, incomplete idea of a human right.

Griffin shows how the language of human rights has become debased. There are scarcely any accepted
criteria, either in the academic or the public sphere, for correct use of the term. He takes on the task of
showing the way towards a determinate concept of human rights, based on their relation to the human status
that we all share. He works from certain paradigm cases, such as freedom of expression and freedom of
worship, to more disputed cases such as welfare rights--for instance the idea of a human right to health. His
goal is a substantive account of human rights--an account with enough content to tell us whether proposed
rights really are rights. Griffin emphasizes the practical as well as theoretical urgency of this goal: as the
United Nations recognized in 1948 with its Universal Declaration, the idea of human rights has considerable
power to improve the lot of humanity around the world.

We can't do without the idea of human rights,
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Ratcliff:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to
answer that question because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of On Human Rights
to read.

Cora Spillane:

This On Human Rights book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular On Human
Rights without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry On Human Rights can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This On Human
Rights having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Charles Anderson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This On Human Rights is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Jose Rivera:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This On Human Rights book is readable simply by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of On Human Rights content
conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking On Human Rights is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?
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