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“The Japanese people had been told they were invulnerable ... An attack on the Japanese homeland would
cause confusion in the minds of the Japanese people and sow doubt about the reliability of their leaders.
There was a second, and equally important, psychological reason for this attack ... Americans badly needed a
morale boost.” – Jimmy Doolittle

All Americans are familiar with the “day that will live in infamy.” At 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, December 7,
1941, Pearl Harbor, the advanced base of the United States Navy’s Pacific Fleet, was ablaze. It had been
smashed by aircraft launched by the carriers of the Imperial Japanese Navy. All eight battleships had been
sunk or badly damaged, 350 aircraft had been knocked out, and over 2,000 Americans lay dead. Indelible
images of the USS Arizona exploding and the USS Oklahoma capsizing and floating upside down have been
ingrained in the American conscience ever since. In less than an hour and a half the Japanese had almost
wiped out America’s entire naval presence in the Pacific.

The Americans would turn the war in the Pacific around in the middle of 1942, but in the wake of Pearl
Harbor and the Japanese invasion of the Philippines, the country was in desperate need of a morale boost,
and it would come in the form of the Doolittle Raid. In part to show that the Japanese were not invincible,
and in part to reassure the American public that the nation would not lose the war, the Doolittle Raid
included both Army and Navy units that launched 16 land-based medium bombers from an aircraft carrier, a
feat that was the first of its kind but also one involving a great deal of risk. Getting the bombers and carriers
in place to execute the mission involved much strategic planning and cooperation within the American
military, and had it failed, it could have dealt a serious blow to the Americans’ Pacific presence due to the
nation’s limited resources in that theater.

As if getting in position wasn’t challenging enough, the raid was never designed to include a round trip back
to the carrier. Given the size of the bombers, the planes were unable to land back on the USS Hornet, so the
plan was to have them fly over Japan and ditch in China after bombing Tokyo. While most of the crew
would survive the mission, a few died during the raid, all of the planes were lost, and Japanese search parties
eventually captured a number of Americans and executed three of them. One of the crews landed in the
Soviet Union and would end up being interned there for a year.

From a tactical standpoint, the raid accomplished nothing of note, and Doolittle actually thought he would be
punished for the results, but the Doolittle Raid served its purpose of boosting American resolve and
demonstrating to the Japanese that they could be attacked at home as well. Furthermore, the Doolittle Raid
showed the importance of air power in the war. It helped convince military planners of the power of a strong
air force that could not only shift the balance of battles but could also hit military-industrial areas from long-



range and thus cripple a nation’s war-making abilities. The Japanese would take the capabilities of airplanes
into account when formulating how to defend their empire, and it would help compel their leaders to make
decisions such as the ones that led to the decisive Battle of Midway later in 1942.

The Doolittle Raid chronicles the history and legacy of one of World War II’s most audacious air raids.
Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Doolittle Raid like
never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

The e-book untitled The Doolittle Raid: The History and Legacy of the First American Attack on Tokyo
During World War II is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Doolittle Raid: The History
and Legacy of the First American Attack on Tokyo During World War II from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Debbie Bennett:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Doolittle Raid: The History and Legacy of
the First American Attack on Tokyo During World War II can be good book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Robert Garcia:

The particular book The Doolittle Raid: The History and Legacy of the First American Attack on Tokyo
During World War II has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this
book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

David Thompson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Doolittle Raid: The History
and Legacy of the First American Attack on Tokyo During World War II which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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