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There are many stories we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps, as free as we might imagine in our
choice of which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John Arnold's addition to Oxford's popular Very
Short Introductions series is a stimulating essay about how people study and understand history. The book
begins by inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of history, and then
explores the ways in which these questions have been answered in the past. Such key concepts as causation,
interpretation, and periodization are introduced by way of concrete examples of how historians work, thus
giving the reader a sense of the excitement implicit in discovering the past--and ourselves.

The aim throughout History: A Very Short Introduction is to discuss theories of history in a general, pithy,
and accessible manner, rather than delve into specific periods. This is a book that will appeal to all students
and general readers with an interest in history or historiography.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Morris:

Often the book History: A Very Short Introduction will bring you to the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book
very acceptable to you. The book History: A Very Short Introduction is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gregory Stclair:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
History: A Very Short Introduction.

Miguel Philip:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list will be History: A Very Short Introduction. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Alberto Alvarez:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By the book History: A Very Short Introduction we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book History: A
Very Short Introduction. You can more appealing than now.
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