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South Koreans in the Debt Crisis is a detailed examination of the logic underlying the neoliberal welfare
state that South Korea created in response to the devastating Asian Debt Crisis (1997–2001). Jesook Song
argues that while the government proclaimed that it would guarantee all South Koreans a minimum standard
of living, it prioritized assisting those citizens perceived as embodying the neoliberal ideals of employability,
flexibility, and self-sufficiency. Song demonstrates that the government was not alone in drawing
distinctions between the “deserving” and the “undeserving” poor. Progressive intellectuals, activists, and
organizations also participated in the neoliberal reform project. Song traces the circulation of neoliberal
concepts throughout South Korean society, among government officials, the media, intellectuals, NGO
members, and educated underemployed people working in public works programs. She analyzes the embrace
of partnerships between NGOs and the government, the frequent invocation of a pervasive decline in family
values, the resurrection of conservative gender norms and practices, and the promotion of entrepreneurship
as the key to survival.

Drawing on her experience during the crisis as an employee in a public works program in Seoul, Song
provides an ethnographic assessment of the efforts of the state and civilians to regulate social insecurity,
instability, and inequality through assistance programs. She focuses specifically on efforts to help two
populations deemed worthy of state subsidies: the “IMF homeless,” people temporarily homeless but
considered employable, and the “new intellectuals,” young adults who had become professionally redundant
during the crisis but had the high-tech skills necessary to lead a transformed post-crisis South Korea.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

The book South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-
Pacific)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many facts
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book South Koreans in the Debt
Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

Victor Hubbard:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject South Koreans in the
Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific) suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The
Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific)is the one of several books this everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Scott Schiller:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal
Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Linda Soto:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a
Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating



this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
South Koreans in the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society (Asia-Pacific).
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