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"I enjoy reading all varieties of short fiction, but often my favorite stories are those that feel like micro-
novels, for the deep reach and breadth of their perspective into the characters' lives, as well as those that take
chances with structure or voice and thus freshen the form," writes Chang-rae Lee, author of "On Such a Full
Sea," in his introduction to this issue of Recommended Reading. "Maggie Shipstead's 'La Moretta' is one
such story, plus, as the title suggests, it's a dark tale, the sort which I think gives most people a special
delight. I don't know about you, but I like to squirm and wince as I read short fiction, feel the pinpoint
compressions a writer effects as he or she traces a set of flawed and discomfited characters.
"In this story, it's a newlywed couple on their honeymoon in the Carpathian foothills in Romania, circa 1974,
who are already going in very different directions. But this isn't just some 'closely observed' presentation of a
marriage scuttled before it's even launched. Shipstead can and does aim higher, for she's a hugely talented
young writer—her debut novel Seating Arrangements is positively Updikeian in its arch, all-knowing vision
and beautiful, effortless-seeming prose—and her gifts of empathic imagination are on full display here,
offering us a crystalline x-ray into the lives of two people who may have never loved one another and are
clearly headed for trouble."

About the author:
Maggie Shipstead is a graduate of the Iowa Writers' Workshop and a former Wallace Stegner fellow at
Stanford. Seating Arrangements, her first novel, won the Dylan Thomas Prize and the L.A. Times Book
Prize for First Fiction. Her short fiction has appeared in many publications including Tin House, VQR,
American Short Fiction, and The Best American Short Stories. Her second novel, Astonish Me, comes out in
April.
You can read her story, "Angel Lust," also in Recommended Reading.

About the Guest Editor:
Chang-rae Lee is the author of Native Speaker, winner of the Hemingway Foundation/PEN/Hemingway
Award for first fiction, A Gesture Life, Aloft, and The Surrendered, winner of the Dayton Peace Prize and a
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. Selected by The New Yorker as one of the “20 Writers for the 21st Century,”
Lee is professor in the Lewis Center for the Arts at Princeton University and a Shinhan Distinguished
Visiting Professor at Yonsei University.His new novel, On Such a Full Sea, is available now.

About the Publisher:
Electric Literature is an independent publisher working to ensure that literature remains a vibrant presence in
popular culture. Electric Literature’s weekly fiction magazine, Recommended Reading, invites established
authors, indie presses, and literary magazines to recommended great fiction. Once a month we feature our
own recommendation of original, previously unpublished fiction, accompanied by a Single Sentence
Animation. Single Sentence Animations are creative collaborations: the author chooses a favorite sentence
and we commission an artist to interpret it. Stay connected with us through email, Facebook, and Twitter,
and find previous Electric Literature picks in the Recommended Reading archives.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Jenkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of La Moretta (Electric Literature's
Recommended Reading Book 86) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Dale Burt:

This La Moretta (Electric Literature's Recommended Reading Book 86) are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this La Moretta (Electric Literature's
Recommended Reading Book 86) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this La Moretta (Electric Literature's Recommended Reading
Book 86) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Sandra Conaway:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love La Moretta
(Electric Literature's Recommended Reading Book 86), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Betty Callahan:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book La Moretta (Electric Literature's Recommended Reading Book 86). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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