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Why I Am a Five Percenter Michael Muhammad Knight
 A thoughtful, insider view of The Five Percenters-a deeply complex and misunderstood community
whose ideas and symbols influenced the rise of hip-hop.

Misrepresented in the media as a black parallel to the Hell's Angels, portrayed as everything from a vicious
street gang to quasi- Islamic revolutionaries, The Five Percenters are a movement that began as a breakaway
sect from the Nation of Islam (NOI) in 1960s Harlem and went on to impact the formation of hip-hop.
References to Five Percent language and ideas are found in the lyrics of wide-ranging artists, such as Nas,
Rakim, the Wu-Tang Clan, and even Jay-Z.

The Five Percenters are denounced by white America as racists, and orthodox Islam as heretics, for teaching
that the black man is Allah. Michael Muhammad Knight ("the Hunter S. Thompson of Islamic literature" -
The Guardian) has engaged this culture as both white and Muslim; and over the course of his relationship
with The Five Percenters, his personal position changed from that of an outsider to an accepted participant
with his own initiatory name (Azreal Wisdom). This has given him an intimate perch from which to
understand and examine the controversial doctrines of this influential movement. In Why I Am a Five
Percenter, Knight strips away years of sensationalism to offer a serious encounter with Five Percenter
thought.

Encoded within Five Percent culture is a profound critique of organized religion, from which the movement
derives its name: Only Five Percent can act as "poor righteous teachers" against the evil Ten Percent, the
power structure which uses religion to deceive the Eighty- Five Percent, the "deaf, dumb, and blind" masses.
Questioning his own relationship to the Five Percent, Knight directly confronts the community's most
difficult teachings. In Why I Am a Five Percenter, Knight not only illuminates a thought system that must
appear bizarre to outsiders, but he also brilliantly dissects the very issues of"insiders" and "outsiders,"
territory and ownership, as they relate to religion and privilege, and to our conditioned ideas about race.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Bloomfield:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Why I Am a Five Percenter, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Paul Simpson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to reading a
publication. The book Why I Am a Five Percenter it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Phillip Hicks:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is usually Why I Am a Five Percenter.

Nora Emerson:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why I Am a Five Percenter can be the answer, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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