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“It did not take long before the first heavy grey stones came tumbling down, and the children of the village
amused themselves as they flung stones into the many coloured windows. When the first rays of a cold and
pale November sun penetrated the heavy dark clouds, the little synagogue was but a heap of stone, broken
glass and smashed-up woodwork.” – Eric Lucas’ description of the destruction of a synagogue during
Kristallnacht

On the 40th anniversary of Kristallnacht, Germany’s night of broken glass, then chancellor of Germany
Helmut Schmidt spoke of its legacy, “The German night, whose observance after the passage of forty years
has brought us together today, remains a cause of bitterness and shame. In those places where the houses of
God stood in flames, where a signal from those in power set of a train of destruction and robbery, of
humiliation, abduction and incarceration- there was an end to peace, to justice, to humanity. The night of 9
November 1938 marked one of the stages along the path leading down to hell.”

The hell that Schmidt spoke of was the persecution and attempted elimination of the Jewish people from
Europe itself as envisioned by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi leadership he brought to power in Germany during
the 1930s. On the night of November 9, 1938, an organized show of force against Jewish businesses and
private homes occurred throughout German cities and recently annexed territories in Austria and the
Sudetenland. This night would mark a turning point in the lives of not only Jews but all people of the time,
marking a clear new path of violence, destruction, and persecution for Jews throughout Europe in the years
to follow.

Though German Jews had been discriminated against in many forms for as long as the German nation
existed, Kristallnacht is widely viewed as the key point in the chronology of Jewish persecution, and many
historians consider it to be the beginning of the Holocaust itself. With the condoned and even coordinated
violence of Kristallnacht, a new and unprecedented era of anti-Jewish sentiment and action began.

The name Kristallnacht is in itself controversial. The origin of the term, which translates as the night of
crystal or the night of broken glass, is unknown. There has been conjecture that the Nazi propaganda
minister, Josef Goebbels himself, coined the term, but there is now considerable concern in Germany over
anything that might seem to make light of or minimize the events of the Holocaust, so the name Kristallnacht
is not favored. Instead, the November Pogrom or Reich Pogrom is the preferred term amongst German
historians. As Walter Pehle, German professor of Nazi history, warns, “It is clear that the term Crystal Night
serves to foster a vicious minimalizing of its memory, a discounting of grave reality: such cynical
appellations function to reinterpret manslaughter and murder arson and robbery, plunder, and massive
property damage, transforming these into a glistening event marked by sparkle and gleam.” Rabbi Benjamin
Blech sees the acceptance of the term as a way to “verbally embrace the very heresy that abetted the



Holocaust” and likens it to “murder by euphemism.”

In fact, the Nazis themselves referred to the attacks as the "Jew Action". Though they would describe the
event as a spontaneous response of good Germans who could no longer stand the intrigues of the Jews in
their midst, Reichskristallnacht, or the November pogrom, was not only allowed but fueled and encouraged
by Nazi leaders in an effort to remove the Jews politically, economically, socially, and even physically from
German life and culture.

Kristallnacht: The History and Legacy of Nazi Germany’s Most Notorious Pogrom analyzes one of the most
controversial events in pre-war Germany.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Kristallnacht: The History and Legacy of Nazi Germany's Most Notorious Pogrom? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Thomas Bedwell:

This Kristallnacht: The History and Legacy of Nazi Germany's Most Notorious Pogrom book is not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Kristallnacht: The History and Legacy of Nazi
Germany's Most Notorious Pogrom without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Kristallnacht: The History and Legacy of Nazi Germany's
Most Notorious Pogrom can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Kristallnacht: The History and
Legacy of Nazi Germany's Most Notorious Pogrom having very good arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Melanie Roberts:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Kristallnacht: The History and Legacy
of Nazi Germany's Most Notorious Pogrom book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tammie Torres:

The book untitled Kristallnacht: The History and Legacy of Nazi Germany's Most Notorious Pogrom contain
a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice read.
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