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Prolific munitions production keyed America's triumph in World War II but so did the complex economic
controls needed to sustain that production. Artillery, tanks, planes, ships, trucks, and weaponry of every kind
were constantly demanded by the military and readily supplied by American business. While that
relationship was remarkably successful in helping the U.S. win the war, it also raised troubling issues about
wartime economies that have never been fully resolved.

Paul Koistinen's fourth installment of a monumental five-volume series on the political economy of
American warfare focuses on the mobilization of national resources for a truly global war. Koistinen
comprehensively analyzes all relevant aspects of the World War II economy from 1940 through 1945,
describing the nation's struggle to establish effective control over industrial supply and military
demand—and revealing the growing partnership between the corporate community and the armed services.

Koistinen traces the evolution of federal agencies mobilizing for war—including the National Defense
Advisory Commission, the Office of Production Management, and the Supply Priorities and Allocation
Board-and then focuses on the work of the War Production Board from 1942-1945. As the war progressed,
the WPB and related agencies oversaw the military's supply and procurement systems; stabilized the
economy while financing the war; closely monitored labor relations; and controlled the shipping and
rationing of fuel and food.

In chronicling American mobilization, Koistinen reveals how representatives of industry and the armed
services expanded upon their growing prewar ties to shape policies for harnessing the economy, and how
federal agencies were subsequently riven with dissension as New Deal reformers and anti-New Deal
corporate elements battled for control over mobilization itself. As the armed services emerged as the
principal customers of a command economy, the military-industrial nexus consolidated its power and
ultimately succeeded in bending the reformers to its will.

The product of exhaustive archival research, Arsenal of World War II shows that mobilization meant more
than simply harnessing the economy for war-it also involved struggles for power and position among a great
many interest groups and ideologies. Nearly two decades in the making, it provides an ambitious and
enormously insightful overview of the emergence of the military-industrial economy, one that still resonates
today as America continues to wage wars around the globe.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

The experience that you get from Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare,
19401945 may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Arsenal of World War
II: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 19401945 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read it because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
advise you for having this particular Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare,
19401945 instantly.

Treva Ritter:

This book untitled Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 19401945 to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
reserve from your list.

Sheila Seim:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare,
19401945 why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jill Weber:

You can find this Arsenal of World War II: The Political Economy of American Warfare, 19401945 by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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