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Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas offers a concise survey of one of the most controversial photographers alive.
Since the late 1970s, Witkin's black-and-white portraits and still-lifes of hermaphrodites, body parts, severed
heads, mutilations and similar themes have inevitably provided shock fodder to the religious right, while
seeming to evoke an easy relationship to ideas of decadence and morbidity. For Witkin, the goal is simple: "I
wanted my photographs to be as powerful as the last thing a person sees or remembers before death."
Witkin's photographs offer up examples of life's extremities as unblinking confrontations with mortality,
whose power derives not merely from their content but from the keen compositional instincts governing that
content. Witkin's gift for still life and his use of religious motifs such as crucifixion and sainthood have been
nourished by his appreciation of the likes of Francisco Goya, Odilon Redon and Hieronymus Bosch, whose
examples he has translated for the concerns of the present. Witkin's photographs have made a colossal
impact upon contemporary culture, influencing artists such as the Chapman Brothers and Erwin Olaf,
musicians such as Diamanda Galás and Trent Reznor, and the late fashion designer Alexander McQueen,
among many others. Vanitas provides a cross-section of the artist's work from the 1970s to the present. In
addition to photographs, it includes many lesser-known drawings and paintings, as well as Witkin's most
recent, previously unpublished photographs. A bilingual (English/Czech) text by the art historian Otto M.
Urban summarizes the development of Witkin's life and work.
Joel-Peter Witkin was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1939, and lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Hutchison:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most
aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Joel-
Peter Witkin: Vanitas giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Doris Snell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be learn. Joel-
Peter Witkin: Vanitas can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare
time problems.

Jerry Hull:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas will give you new experience in examining a book.

Marcie Johnson:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By book Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Joel-Peter Witkin: Vanitas. You can
more inviting than now.
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