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"When we captured Kigali, we thought we would face criminals in the state; instead, we faced a criminal
population." So a political commissar in the Rwanda Patriotic Front reflected after the 1994 massacre of as
many as one million Tutsis in Rwanda. Underlying his statement is the realization that, though ordered by a
minority of state functionaries, the slaughter was performed by hundreds of thousands of ordinary citizens,
including even judges, human rights activists, and doctors, nurses, priests, friends, and spouses of the
victims. Indeed, it is its very popularity that makes the Rwandan genocide so unthinkable. This book makes
it thinkable.

Rejecting easy explanations of the genocide as a mysterious evil force that was bizarrely unleashed, one of
Africa's best-known intellectuals situates the tragedy in its proper context. He coaxes to the surface the
historical, geographical, and political forces that made it possible for so many Hutu to turn so brutally on
their neighbors. He finds answers in the nature of political identities generated during colonialism, in the
failures of the nationalist revolution to transcend these identities, and in regional demographic and political
currents that reach well beyond Rwanda. In so doing, Mahmood Mamdani usefully broadens understandings
of citizenship and political identity in postcolonial Africa.

There have been few attempts to explain the Rwandan horror, and none has succeeded so well as this one.
Mamdani's analysis provides a solid foundation for future studies of the massacre. Even more important, his
answers point a way out of crisis: a direction for reforming political identity in central Africa and preventing
future tragedies.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide When Victims Become Killers:
Colonialism, Nativism, and the Genocide in Rwanda will make you to be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Russell Love:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism,
Nativism, and the Genocide in Rwanda, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Leif Etter:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism, and the Genocide in Rwanda. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
place to other place.

Jeff Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding
something by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these
claims When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism, and the Genocide in Rwanda.
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