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"No one can make us love love as much as Shakespeare, and no one can make us despair of it as effectively
as he does." William Shakespeare is the only classical author to remain widely popular—not only in America
but throughout the world—and Allan Bloom argues that this is because no other writer holds up a truer
mirror to human nature. Unlike the Romantics and other moderns, Shakespeare has no project for the
betterment or salvation of mankind—his poetry simply gives us eyes to see what is there. In particular, we
see the full variety of erotic connections, from the "star-crossed" devotions of Romeo and Juliet to the failed
romance of Troilus and Cressida to the problematic friendship of Falstaff and Hal.

This volume includes essays on five plays, Romeo and Juliet, Anthony and Cleopatra, Measure for Measure,
Troilus and Cressida, and The Winter's Tale, and within these Bloom meditates on Shakespeare's work as a
whole. He also draws on his formidable knowledge of Plato, Rousseau, and others to bring both ancients and
moderns into the conversation. The result is a truly synoptic treatment of eros—not only a philosophical
reflection on Shakespeare, but a survey of the human spirit and its tendency to seek what Bloom calls the
"connectedness" of love and friendship.

These highly original interpretations of the plays convey a deep respect for their author and a deep
conviction that we still have much to learn from him. In Bloom's view, we live in a love-impoverished age;
he asks us to turn once more to Shakespeare because the playwright gives us a rich version of what is
permanent in human nature without sharing our contemporary assumptions about erotic love.

"Provocative and illuminating." —Michiko Kakutani, New York Times

"A brilliant analysis of the erotic ugliness and the balancing erotic grace of The Winter's Tale . . . and Bloom
makes more sense of [Measure for Measure] than anyone else I have read." —A. S. Byatt, Washington Post
Book World

At his death in 1992, Allan Bloom was the John U. Nef Distinguished Service Professor in the Committee on
Social Thought at the University of Chicago. He is the author of several books, including Shakespeare's
Politics (with Harry V. Jaffa) and The Closing of the American Mind.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Shakespeare on Love and Friendship ended up being
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve Shakespeare on Love and Friendship is not only giving you far more
new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Shakespeare on Love and Friendship. You never
sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Edris Sibert:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Shakespeare on Love and Friendship why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Linda Fite:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Shakespeare on Love and Friendship was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

April Cotton:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
With the book Shakespeare on Love and Friendship we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Shakespeare on Love and
Friendship. You can more inviting than now.
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