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Stop looking for the Book of Mormon in Mesoamerica and start looking for Mesoamerica in the Book of
Mormon! Second Witness, a new six-volume series from Greg Kofford Books, takes a detailed, verse-by-
verse look at the Book of Mormon. It marshals the best of modern scholarship and new insights into a
consistent picture of the Book of Mormon as a historical document. Taking a faithful but scholarly approach
to the text and reading it through the insights of linguistics, anthropology, and ethnohistory, the commentary
approaches the text from a variety of perspectives: how it was created, how it relates to history and culture,
and what religious insights it provides.

The commentary accepts the best modern scholarship, which focuses on a particular region of Mesoamerica
as the most plausible location for the Book of Mormon’s setting. For the first time, that location—its
peoples, cultures, and historical trends—are used as the backdrop for reading the text. The historical
background is not presented as proof, but rather as an explanatory context.

The commentary does not forget Mormon’s purpose in writing. It discusses the doctrinal and theological
aspects of the text and highlights the way in which Mormon created it to meet his goal of “convincing . . . the
Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God.”

"Gardner not only provides a unique tool for understanding the Book of Mormon as an ancient document
written by real, living prophets, but he sets a standard for Latter-day Saint thinking and writing about
scripture, providing a model for all who follow. One can only hope that others who write about scripture will
see what he has done and imitate it in their own way. . . . No other reference source will prove as thorough
and valuable for serious readers of the Book of Mormon."--James E. Faulconer, Richard L. Evans Professor
of Religious Understanding at Brigham Young University, Neal A Maxwell Institute for Religious
Understanding

About the author: Brant Gardner received an M.A. in anthropology from the State University of New York,
Albany, emphasizing Mesoamerican ethnohistory. His research into the Mesoamerican setting of the Book of
Mormon has led to publications in the FARMS Review of Books and the online Meridian magazine. He has
made several presentations to the annual Foundation for Apologetic Information and Research conference
and has also presented at the Book of Mormon Archaeological Forum, Sunstone, and other academic
symposia.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Hemming:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Second Witness: Analytical and
Contextual Commentary on the Book of Mormon: Volume 1a - First Nephi 1-11 can be good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Paul Greenblatt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the Book of
Mormon: Volume 1a - First Nephi 1-11 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Michelle Jennings:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual
Commentary on the Book of Mormon: Volume 1a - First Nephi 1-11 was colourful and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the
Book of Mormon: Volume 1a - First Nephi 1-11 has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Gladys Dearth:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Second Witness: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the Book of Mormon:
Volume 1a - First Nephi 1-11 when you essential it?
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