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The ancient world served as an unconventional source of inspiration for a generation of modernists. Drawing
on examples from literature, dance, photography, and film, Modernism's Mythic Pose argues that a strain of
antimodern-classicism permeates modernist celebrations of novelty, shock, and technology.

The touchstone of Preston's study is Delsartism--the popular transnational movement which promoted
mythic statue--posing, poetic recitation, and other hybrid solo performances for health and spiritual
development. Derived from nineteenth-century acting theorist François Delsarte and largely organized by
women, Delsartism shaped modernist performances, genres, and ideas of gender. Even Ezra Pound, a famous
promoter of the "new," made ancient figures speak in the "old" genre of the dramatic monologue and
performed public recitations. Recovering precedents in nineteenth-century popular entertainments and
Delsartism's hybrid performances, this book considers the canonical modernists Pound and T. S. Eliot,
lesser-known poets like Charlotte Mew, the Russian filmmaker Lev Kuleshov, Isadora Duncan the
international dance star, and H.D. as poet and film actor.

Preston's interdisciplinary engagement with performance, poetics, modern dance, and silent film
demonstrates that studies of modernism often overemphasize breaks with the past. Modernism also posed
myth in an ambivalent relationship to modernity, a halt in the march of progress that could function as
escapism, skeptical critique, or a figure for the death of gods and civilizations.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Cushman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Modernism's Mythic Pose:
Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture). All type of book are you able to see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Brent Cook:

This Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) is
great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance
(Modernist Literature and Culture) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but
this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Darrin Russell:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre,
Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Chris Moore:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre,
Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and
Culture) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.
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