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This study of poetry by women in late imperial China examines the metamorphosis of the trope of the "inner
chambers" (gui), to which women were confined in traditional Chinese households, and which in literature
were both a real and an imaginary place. Originally popularized in sixth-century "palace style" poetry, the
inner chambers were used by male writers as a setting in which to celebrate female beauty, to lament the
loneliness of abandoned women, and by extension, to serve as a political allegory for the exile of loyal and
upright male ministers spurned by the imperial court. Female writers of lyric poetry (ci) soon adopted the
theme, beginning its transition from male fantasy to multidimensional representation of women and their
place in society, and eventually its manifestation in other poetic genres as well.

Emerging from the role of sexual objects within poetry, late imperial women were agents of literary change
in their expansion and complication of the boudoir theme. While some take ownership and de-eroticizing its
imagery for their own purposes, adding voices of children and older women, and filling the inner chambers
with purposeful activity such as conversation, teaching, religious ritual, music, sewing, childcare, and chess-
playing, some simply want to escape from their confinement and protest gender restrictions imposed on
women. Women's Poetry of Late Imperial China traces this evolution across centuries, providing and
analyzing examples of poetic themes, motifs, and imagery associated with the inner chambers, and
demonstrating the complication and nuancing of the gui theme by increasingly aware and sophisticated
women writers.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Fernandez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Women's Poetry
of Late Imperial China: Transforming the Inner Chambers (China Program Books) is kind of guide which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Julio Keith:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This guide Women's Poetry of Late Imperial China: Transforming
the Inner Chambers (China Program Books) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading
any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Jackie Thompson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Women's Poetry of Late Imperial China:
Transforming the Inner Chambers (China Program Books) or even others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Women's Poetry of Late
Imperial China: Transforming the Inner Chambers (China Program Books) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Anthony Balentine:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Women's Poetry of Late Imperial China: Transforming the Inner Chambers (China Program Books) we
can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read
a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life



with this book Women's Poetry of Late Imperial China: Transforming the Inner Chambers (China Program
Books). You can more pleasing than now.
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