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Nearly twenty-five hundred years ago the Greek thinker Heraclitus supposedly uttered the cryptic words
"Phusis kruptesthai philei." How the aphorism, usually translated as "Nature loves to hide," has haunted
Western culture ever since is the subject of this engaging study by Pierre Hadot. Taking the allegorical figure
of the veiled goddess Isis as a guide, and drawing on the work of both the ancients and later thinkers such as
Goethe, Rilke, Wittgenstein, and Heidegger, Hadot traces successive interpretations of Heraclitus' words.
Over time, Hadot finds, "Nature loves to hide" has meant that all that lives tends to die; that Nature wraps
herself in myths; and (for Heidegger) that Being unveils as it veils itself. Meanwhile the pronouncement has
been used to explain everything from the opacity of the natural world to our modern angst.

From these kaleidoscopic exegeses and usages emerge two contradictory approaches to nature: the
Promethean, or experimental-questing, approach, which embraces technology as a means of tearing the veil
from Nature and revealing her secrets; and the Orphic, or contemplative-poetic, approach, according to
which such a denuding of Nature is a grave trespass. In place of these two attitudes Hadot proposes one
suggested by the Romantic vision of Rousseau, Goethe, and Schelling, who saw in the veiled Isis an
allegorical expression of the sublime. "Nature is art and art is nature," Hadot writes, inviting us to embrace
Isis and all she represents: art makes us intensely aware of how completely we ourselves are not merely
surrounded by nature but also part of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the
History of the Idea of Nature will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored.
It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Brian Andres:

This book untitled The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the History of the Idea of Nature to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
publication from your list.

Sylvia Silva:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the
History of the Idea of Nature book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The Veil of Isis:
An Essay on the History of the Idea of Nature as good book but not only by the cover but also by content.
This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Ella Nebel:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Veil of Isis: An Essay on the History of the
Idea of Nature was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Veil of
Isis: An Essay on the History of the Idea of Nature has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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