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In 1940, with the threat of war in the Pacific imminent, the United States was forced to expand its fleet as
quickly as possible. This included reconditioning and recommissioning “four stackers” from the navy’s
reserve fleet. It was here that the USS Ward came into her own, earning the distinction of firing the first shot
in America’s war against Japan and serving three years in combat until it was sunk—with no loss of life—on
December 7, 1944. From the first confrontation at Pearl Harbor through the Ward’s last mission in the
Philippines, this history gives a detailed account of the life and times of the ship and her crew of 125 men.
On May 15, 1918, at Mare Island Shipyard in California, Master Shipfitter J.T. Moroney laid the keel of a
hull designated simply as DD-139. In a record that still stands, Maroney had the hull ready for launching in
only 17 days instead of the four months usually required. One of the last Wickes class destroyers built in the
waning days of World War I, the Ward was commissioned too late to participate in the action for which it
was ordered. Nevertheless, the Ward was on active duty in the Atlantic and Pacific for three years after her
commissioning and participated in several historic naval events. The work provides a vivid description of the
Ward’s service during World War II. Interviews with surviving crewmen and forewords by Kenneth C.
Swedberg and Guy E. Thompson, former crewmen, are included. Other sources include information from the
National Archives and the Naval Historical Center. Appendices provide Ward technical data, a chronology
of major events, listings of citations earned in World War II and of amphibious landings, and a roster of
personnel.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Griffin:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The U.s.s. Ward: An Operational History of the Ship That
Fired the First American Shot of World War 2. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important any book The U.s.s. Ward: An Operational History of the Ship
That Fired the First American Shot of World War 2. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Brown:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The U.s.s. Ward: An Operational
History of the Ship That Fired the First American Shot of World War 2 is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bryan Lewis:

The book untitled The U.s.s. Ward: An Operational History of the Ship That Fired the First American Shot
of World War 2 contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice read.

Laree Drummond:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is usually The U.s.s. Ward: An Operational History of the Ship That Fired the
First American Shot of World War 2. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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