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A groundbreaking chronicle of the violent early years of the People's Republic of China, by the author
of the BBC Samuel Johnson Prize–winning Mao's Great Famine.

"The Chinese Communist party refers to its victory in 1949 as a 'liberation.' In China the story of liberation
and the revolution that followed is not one of peace, liberty, and justice. It is first and foremost a story of
calculated terror and systematic violence.†? So begins Frank Dikötter's stunning and revelatory chronicle of
Mao Zedong's ascension and campaign to transform the Chinese into what the party called New People.
Following the defeat of Chiang Kai-shek in 1949, after a bloody civil war, Mao hoisted the red flag over
Beijing's Forbidden City, and the world watched as the Communist revolution began to wash away the old
order. Due to the secrecy surrounding the country's records, little has been known before now about the eight
years that followed, preceding the massive famine and Great Leap Forward.

Drawing on hundreds of previously classified documents, secret police reports, unexpurgated versions of
leadership speeches, eyewitness accounts of those who survived, and more, The Tragedy of Liberation bears
witness to a shocking, largely untold history. Interweaving stories of ordinary citizens with tales of the brutal
politics of Mao's court, Frank Dikötter illuminates those who shaped the "liberation†? and the horrific
policies they implemented in the name of progress. People of all walks of life were caught up in the tragedy
that unfolded, and whether or not they supported the revolution, all of them were asked to write confessions,
denounce their friends, and answer queries about their political reliability. One victim of thought reform
called it a "carefully cultivated Auschwitz of the mind.†? Told with great narrative sweep, The Tragedy of
Liberation is a powerful and important document giving voice at last to the millions who were lost, and
casting new light on the foundations of one of the most powerful regimes of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Earline Shepler:

Here thing why that The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese
Revolution 1945-1957 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no book that similar with The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-
1957. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 in e-
book can be your alternate.

William Oden:

The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement
in writing The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 however doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Roger Patrick:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Tragedy of Liberation: A History
of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Betty Dansby:

Beside that The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution 1945-1957 in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Tragedy of Liberation: A History of the Chinese Revolution
1945-1957 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you



still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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