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The period from 1200 to 1500 laid the intellectual and institutional foundations for the Scientific Revolution
that would occur in the seventeenth century. During this time, the spirit of inquiry motivated natural
philosophers more than did substantive content or arguments. Natural philosophers posed hundreds of
questions about nature and weighed the pros and cons of each. In the process, they developed a philosophical
approach to nature that may be characterized as "probing and poking around"?they used their imaginations
guided by reason.

In this volume, distinguished scholar Edward Grant identifies the vital elements that contributed to the
creation of a widespread interest in natural philosophy, which has been characterized as the "Great Mother of
the Sciences." He discusses how natural philosophy emerged in Western Europe in the Middle Ages with
Latin translations of Aristotle's treatises on natural philosophy in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries; with
universities devoting arts curriculums to Aristotle's rationalistic natural philosophy; and with Christian
religious authorities coming to accept and even defend that philosophy.

Medieval natural philosophers, contrary to a common perception, did not slavishly follow Aristotle. Grant
shows that they quite frequently disagreed with Aristotle and proposed their own solutions to many problems
he raised. They did this by rejecting many of Aristotle's explanations about real physical phenomena and
replacing them with radically different interpretations. Concepts and ideas that Aristotle regarded as
naturally impossible?the existence of other worlds, for example? were also investigated and deemed possible
and intelligible.

The product of many years of extensive research, the essays included in this volume offer a significant
contribution to the nature of natural philosophy and its influence on the Scientific Revolution of the
seventeenth century.

Edward Grant is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of History and Philosophy of Science at Indiana
University. The Foundations of Modern Science in the Middle Ages and Science and Religion, 400 B.C. to
A.D. 1550: From Aristotle to Copernicus are among his many publications.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK

"Grant is a scholar of world-wide reputation, a first-class authority on this demanding field of research. The
essays included here form a substantial and significant panorama of late medieval science on the verge of its
transformation."?Nicholas Rescher, professor of philosophy, University of Pittsburgh

"The author's contribution has been monumental. Much of modern understanding of medieval ideas about
natural philosophy and cosmology rests on Edward Grant's scholarship."?Steven J. Livesey, professor of the
history of science, University of Oklahoma.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Nature of Natural Philosophy in the Late Middle Ages
(Studies in Philosophy and the History of Philosophy) as the daily resource information.

Leonel Burton:

The Nature of Natural Philosophy in the Late Middle Ages (Studies in Philosophy and the History of
Philosophy) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place
every word into delight arrangement in writing The Nature of Natural Philosophy in the Late Middle Ages
(Studies in Philosophy and the History of Philosophy) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Michael Velez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of
us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The Nature of Natural Philosophy in the Late Middle Ages (Studies in
Philosophy and the History of Philosophy) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

William Kavanaugh:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Nature of Natural Philosophy in the Late Middle Ages (Studies in Philosophy and the History of
Philosophy). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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