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Francis, a great-great-grandson of Charles V but with two male cousins closer to the throne than he — born
without any expectations of a brilliant career, except by his doting mother — became heir presumptive at the
age of four, and king at the age of twenty. He was already an experienced soldier and he began his reign with
a successful campaign to regain the Milanese, the gateway to Italy. Wars and intrigues figured largely
throughout his life — much, if not all, the product of the lasting jealousy and resentment that subsisted
between Francis and his subtler rival, Charles V of Spain who thwarted Francis in his desire to be elected
Holy Roman Emperor and much later captured and held Francis prisoner.
 
As king, Francis was served by many noble and notable soldiers and statesmen whose lives and, too often
early deaths in battle, are described. He also experienced treachery and treason, ranging from the man he had
created Constable of France on his accession, the Duke of Bourbon, to his own mistress, the Duchess of
Étampes. It's quite enlightening to see how much of the fortunes of war was determined by this or that
commander's fit of the sulks at some real or imagined slight.
 
Francis was not merely a soldier. He was a noted patron of the arts, drawing scholars and artists to France,
expanding the royal library, and engaging in splendid building works.

This Kindle edition contains both volumes of the original publication.
 
If you would like to see portraits of some of the people mentioned in the book, please visit Pinterest at
https://www.pinterest.com/kindleifier/

Other Kindle titles which illuminate this period include:

— The Pearl of Princesses: The Life of Marguerite of Angoulème, Queen of Navarre by H Noel
Williams[B00WOJUGWM], about Francis's sister, and including a good deal of information about their
mother and about Francis himself.
— The Story of the Chevalier Bayard from the French of the Loyal Servant [B00TMMDHHA], the primary
source of information about the life of Bayard.
— Blaise de Monluc, selections [B00TZAQ7HG]. Extracts from the personal memoirs of Monluc, who
fought for Francis and later became Marshal of France
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From reader reviews:

Susan Chestnut:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France. Try to the
actual book The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France as your buddy. It means that it can for
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Patricia Glover:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Linda Gordon:

This book untitled The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Marilyn Perez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Life and Times of Francis the First, King of France when you required it?
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