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The technological revolution linked to high speed rail (HSR) has been accompanied by myths and claims
about its contribution to society and the economy. Although HSR is unquestionably a technological advance
that has become a symbol of modernity, this review and analysis of the international experiences shows that
the conditions necessary to have a positive impact, economically, socially and environmentally, are
enormously restrictive. The Economics and Politics of High Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad,
by Daniel Albalate and Germà Bel, introduces the main questions policy makers and scholars should
examine when considering and studying HSR implementation, with particular emphasis on the US’s recent
interest in this technology and possible application in California. Albalate and Bel then review the
experiences of the most significant implementations of HSR around the globe. This in-depth international
perspective includes chapters on the pioneers of HSR (Japan and France), the European followers (Germany,
Spain and Italy), as well as Asian experiences in China, Taiwan, and Korea.

Albalate and Bel’s study provides a clear distinction between the myths and realities associated with this
transportation innovation. Among the most relevant findings, this study highlights how HSR projects that do
not satisfy highly restrictive conditions—on mobility patterns, measured costs, and economically rational
designs—that make it desirable have been the source of huge financial debacles and the economic failure of
HSR in most cases, which result in unfortunate consequences for taxpayers. The Economics and Politics of
High Speed Rail is a rigorous investigation of the economic and political challenges and ramifications of
implementing new public transportation technology.
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From reader reviews:

Mohammad Darling:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Economics and Politics of High-Speed
Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
ideal book with you?

Valerie Herrera:

The actual book The Economics and Politics of High-Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad will
bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Economics and Politics
of High-Speed Rail: Lessons from Experiences Abroad is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Joseph Nixon:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide The Economics and Politics of High-Speed Rail: Lessons from
Experiences Abroad was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Sara Matthews:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book The Economics and Politics of High-Speed Rail:
Lessons from Experiences Abroad to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide The Economics and Politics of High-Speed Rail:
Lessons from Experiences Abroad can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of that time.
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