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Plantations, especially sugar plantations, created slave societies and a racism persisting well into post-slavery
periods: so runs a familiar argument that has been used to explain the sweep of Caribbean history. Here one
of the most eminent scholars of modern social theory applies this assertion to a comparative study of most
Caribbean islands from the time of the American Revolution to the Spanish American War. Arthur
Stinchcombe uses insights from his own much admired Economic Sociology to show why sugar planters
needed the help of repressive governments for recruiting disciplined labor. Demonstrating that island-to-
island variations on this theme were a function of geography, local political economy, and relation to outside
powers, he scrutinizes Caribbean slavery and Caribbean emancipation movements in a world-historical
context.

Throughout the book, Stinchcombe aims to develop a sociology of freedom that explains a number of
complex phenomena, such as how liberty for some individuals may restrict the liberty of others. Thus, the
autonomous governments of colonies often produced more oppressive conditions for slaves than did so-
called arbitrary governments, which had the power to restrict the whims of the planters. Even after
emancipation, freedom was not a clear-cut matter of achieving the ideals of the Enlightenment. Indeed, it
was often a route to a social control more efficient than slavery, providing greater flexibility for the planter
class and posing less risk of violent rebellion.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Conley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Sugar Island Slavery in the Age
of Enlightenment book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Florence Booth:

The reserve untitled Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of Enlightenment is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of Enlightenment from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Jeffrey Peak:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of
Enlightenment book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of
Enlightenment as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can
break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

John Casteel:

Beside this Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of Enlightenment in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of Enlightenment because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!
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