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further reading *Includes a table of contents “Alaska is the land of the Nineteenth Century Argonauts; and
the Golden Fleece hidden away among its snowcapped and glacier-clad mountains is not the pretty creation
of mythological fame, but yellow nuggets which may be transformed into the coin of the realm. The vast
territory into which these hardy soldiers of fortune penetrate is no less replete with wonders than the fabled
land into which Jason is said to have led his band of adventurers. There is this difference, however, between
the frozen land of the North and the fabled land of mythology. There is nothing conjectural about Alaska or
its golden treasure. Jason led his band into an unknown country without the certain knowledge that the
treasure he was seeking was there.” – A.C. Harris, author of Alaska and the Klondike Gold Mines (1897)
One of the most important and memorable events of the United States’ westward push across the frontier
came with the discovery of gold in the lands that became California in January 1848. Located thousands of
miles away from the country’s power centers on the East Coast at the time, the announcement came a month
before the Mexican-American War had ended, but it brought an influx of an estimated 90,000 “Forty-Niners”
to the region in 1849, hailing from other parts of America and even as far away as Asia. All told, an
estimated 300,000 people would come to California over the next few years, as men dangerously trekked
thousands of miles in hopes of making a fortune, and in a span of months, San Francisco’s population
exploded, making it one of the first mining boomtowns to truly spring up in the West. This was a pattern that
would repeat itself across the West anytime a mineral discovery was made, from the Southwest and
Tombstone to the Dakotas and Deadwood. Of course, it was all made possible by the collective memory of
the original California gold rush; when gold was discovered in the Yukon and Alaska almost 50 years after
the rush in California, it drew tens of thousands of prospectors despite the unforgiving climate. Mineral
resources had gone a long way in the United States acquiring Alaska a generation earlier, but the lack of
transportation kept all but the most dedicated from venturing into the Yukon and Alaska until the
announcement of the gold rush. For a few years, the attention turned to the Northwest, and thanks to vivid
descriptions by writers like Jack London, the nation became intrigued with the idea of miners toughing out
the winter conditions to find hidden gold. Of course, despite the mythology and the romantic portrayals that
helped make the Klondike Gold Rush, most of the individuals who came to make a fortune struck out
instead. The gold rush was a boon to business interests, which ensured important infrastructure developments
like the railroad and the construction of westward paths, but ultimately, it also meant that big business reaped
most of the profits associated with mining the gold. While the miners are often remembered for panning gold
out of mountain streams, it required advanced mining technology for most to make a fortune. Nevertheless,
the Klondike Gold Rush and other gold rushes were emblematic of the American Dream and the notion that
Americans could obtain untold fortunes regardless of their previous social status. As historian H.W. Brands
put it, “The old American Dream ... was the dream of the Puritans, of Benjamin Franklin's ‘Poor Richard’...
of men and women content to accumulate their modest fortunes a little at a time, year by year by year. The
new dream was the dream of instant wealth, won in a twinkling by audacity and good luck….” While the
gold rush may not have made every miner rich, the events still continue to influence the country’s collective
mentality.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Klondike Gold Rush: The History of the Late 19th Century Gold Rush in
Alaska and the Yukon.

Salvador Swain:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Klondike Gold Rush: The History of the Late 19th
Century Gold Rush in Alaska and the Yukon book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving The Klondike Gold Rush: The
History of the Late 19th Century Gold Rush in Alaska and the Yukon content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Klondike Gold Rush: The History of the Late
19th Century Gold Rush in Alaska and the Yukon is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Frank Godwin:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be learn. The Klondike Gold Rush: The History of the Late 19th Century Gold Rush in Alaska and the
Yukon can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Kenneth Porter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate
you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Klondike Gold
Rush: The History of the Late 19th Century Gold Rush in Alaska and the Yukon.
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