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A rich, colorful history of California centering on the untold story of America 's biggest farmer, J. G.
Boswell, who controls more than $1 billion worth of water rights and real estate in the heart of the state. J. G.
Boswell is the biggest farmer in America. Over the past fifty years he has built a secret empire while
thumbing his nose at nature, politicians, labor unions and every journalist who ever tried to lift the veil on the
ultimate "factory in the fields. " Now eighty years old, with an almost pathological bent toward privacy,
Boswell has spent the past few years confiding one of the great stories of the American West to Mark Arax
and Rick Wartzman. The King of California is the previously untold account of how a Georgia slave-owning
family migrated to California in the early 1920s,drained one of America 's biggest lakes in an act of
incredible hubris and carved out the richest cotton empire in the world. Indeed, the sophistication of Boswell
's agricultural operation -from lab to field to gin - is unrivaled anywhere. Much more than a business story,
this is a sweeping social history that details the saga of cotton growers who were chased from the South by
the boll weevil and brought their black farmhands to California. It is a gripping read with cameos by a cast of
famous characters, from Cecil B. DeMille to Cesar Chavez.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Brown:

This book untitled The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making of a Secret American Empire to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from
your list.

Julio Rico:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making of a Secret American Empire, you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Christine Mata:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making of a Secret
American Empire. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Allen Schlemmer:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the
Making of a Secret American Empire was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
The King of California: J.G. Boswell and the Making of a Secret American Empire has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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