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Defending society against natural hazards is a high-stakes game of chance against nature, involving tough
decisions. How should a developing nation allocate its budget between building schools for towns without
ones or making existing schools earthquake-resistant? Does it make more sense to build levees to protect
against floods, or to prevent development in the areas at risk? Would more lives be saved by making
hospitals earthquake-resistant, or using the funds for patient care? What should scientists tell the public when
—asoccurred in L’ Aquila, I1taly and Mammoth Lakes, California—thereisareal but small risk of an
upcoming earthquake or volcanic eruption? Recent hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunamis show that society
often handles such choices poorly. Sometimes nature surprises us, when an earthquake, hurricane, or flood is
bigger or has greater effects than expected from detailed hazard assessments. In other cases, nature outsmarts
us, doing great damage despite expensive mitigation measures or causing us to divert limited resourcesto
mitigate hazards that are overestimated. Much of the problem comes from the fact that formulating effective
natural hazard policy involves combining science, economics, and risk analysisto analyze a problem and
explore the costs and benefits of different options, in situations where the future is very uncertain. Because
mitigation policies are typically chosen without such analysis, the results are often disappointing. This book
uses general principles and case studies to explore how we can do better by taking an integrated view of
natural hazards issues, rather than treating the relevant geoscience, engineering, economics, and policy
formulation separately. Thought-provoking questions at the end of each chapter invite readers to confront the
complex issuesinvolved.

Reader ship: Instructors, researchers, practitioners, and students interested in geoscience, engineering,
economics, or policy issuesrelevant to natural hazards. Suitable for upper-level undergraduate or graduate
courses.

Additional resources can be found at: http://www.wiley.com/go/Stein/Playingagainstnature
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From reader reviews:
James Baron:

This Playing against Nature: Integrating Science and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain
World (Wiley Works) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. This Playing against Nature:
Integrating Science and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works)
without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Playing against Nature: Integrating Science and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in
an Uncertain World (Wiley Works) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves
turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Playing against Nature:
Integrating Science and Economicsto Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works)
having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Teresa Raap:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Playing against Nature: Integrating Science and Economicsto Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain
World (Wiley Works) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in
a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Playing
against Nature: Integrating Science and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World
(Wiley Works) giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lila Johnson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could haveit in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Playing against Nature:
Integrating Science and Economicsto Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works) can
giveyou alot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
Thisreserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Playing against Nature:
Integrating Science and Economicsto Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works).



Gerald Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And aso you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Playing against Nature: Integrating Science and
Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works).
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