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The 'beauties' - women of note - who were welcomed to the National Portrait Gallery's early collection were
those whose lives and portraits were recognized as significant to the 'civil, ecclesiastical and literary history
of the nation'. This brief was interpreted to include figures as diverse as the devout Lady Margaret Beaufort,
and the entertaining Lady Emma Hamilton. History's Beauties, the first detailed study of this collection,
maps a culture of femininity that reframes the Victorian fascination with women's domestic and sentimental
presence by locating it within a Parliament-centred 'national' culture. Including an essay on the Gallery's
Trustees, the book traces the translation of their governors' culture to a public institution through discussions
of three themes in the National Portrait Gallery's collection of women's portraits: portraits of the Royal
family and the cult of legitimacy in antiquities and in national identity; the educated woman as model of
domestic and national cultivation; and finally the role of female beauty in defining social and artistic power
in nineteenth-century Britain. The first monograph study of gender in a major museum, History's Beauties
engages themes of gender, national identity, class cultures, and aesthetics in Victorian England to interpret
the National Portrait Gallery's fascinating collection.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Lloyd:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular History's Beauties: Women And the National
Portrait Gallery, 1856-1900 (British Art and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) (British Art and
Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) to read.

Lisa Knight:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual History's Beauties: Women
And the National Portrait Gallery, 1856-1900 (British Art and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings)
(British Art and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Antonio Fells:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this History's Beauties: Women And the
National Portrait Gallery, 1856-1900 (British Art and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) (British Art
and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism
History's Beauties: Women And the National Portrait Gallery, 1856-1900 (British Art and Visual Culture
Since 1750, New Readings) (British Art and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) as good book but
not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal
with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Leroy Mallett:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This History's Beauties: Women And the
National Portrait Gallery, 1856-1900 (British Art and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) (British Art



and Visual Culture Since 1750, New Readings) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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