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When looking at how trauma is represented in literature and the arts, we tend to focus on the weight of the
past. In this book, Amir Eshel suggests that this retrospective gaze has trapped us in a search for reason in
the madness of the twentieth century’s catastrophes at the expense of literature’s prospective vision.
Considering several key literary works, Eshel argues in Futurity that by grappling with watershed events of
modernity, these works display a future-centric engagement with the past that opens up the present to new
political, cultural, and ethical possibilities—what he calls futurity.
 
Bringing together postwar German, Israeli, and Anglo-American literature, Eshel traces a shared trajectory
of futurity in world literature. He begins by examining German works of fiction and the debates they spurred
over the future character of Germany’s public sphere. Turning to literary works by Jewish-Israeli writers as
they revisit Israel’s political birth, he shows how these stories inspired a powerful reconsideration of Israel’s
identity. Eshel then discusses post-1989 literature—from Ian McEwan’s Black Dogs to J. M. Coetzee’s
Diary of a Bad Year—revealing how these books turn to events like World War II and the Iraq War not
simply to make sense of the past but to contemplate the political and intellectual horizon that emerged after
1989. Bringing to light how reflections on the past create tools for the future, Futurity reminds us of the
numerous possibilities literature holds for grappling with the challenges of both today and tomorrow.
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From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the
Past. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the Past. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Thomas Jones:

The feeling that you get from Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the Past will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for
the Past giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Futurity:
Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the Past instantly.

Eunice Holt:

The publication untitled Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the Past is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for
the Past from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Lindsay Washington:

Beside that Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the Past in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Futurity: Contemporary Literature and the Quest for the Past because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from now!
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