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For centuries following the fall of Rome, Western Europe was a benighted backwater, a world of subsistence
farming, minimal literacy, and violent conflict. Meanwhile Arab culture was thriving, dazzling those
Europeans fortunate enough to visit cities like Baghdad or Antioch. There, philosophers, mathematicians,
and astronomers were steadily advancing the frontiers of knowledge, as well as keeping alive the works of
Plato and Aristotle. When the best libraries in Europe held several dozen books, Baghdad's great library, The
House of Wisdom, housed four hundred thousand. Jonathan Lyons shows just how much "Western" ideas
owe to the Golden Age of Arab civilization.

Even while their countrymen waged bloody Crusades against Muslims, a handful of intrepid Christian
scholars, hungry for knowledge, traveled East and returned with priceless jewels of science, medicine, and
philosophy that laid the foundation for the Renaissance. In this brilliant, evocative book Jonathan Lyons
reveals the story of how Europe drank from the well of Muslim learning.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia White:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The House of Wisdom: How the
Arabs Transformed Western Civilization is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Nola Schroeder:

This The House of Wisdom: How the Arabs Transformed Western Civilization tend to be reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The House of Wisdom: How the Arabs
Transformed Western Civilization can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The House of Wisdom: How the Arabs Transformed Western
Civilization giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Melanie Pemberton:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled The House of Wisdom: How the Arabs Transformed
Western Civilization can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Clark Palumbo:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This The House of Wisdom: How the Arabs Transformed
Western Civilization can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you
have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The House of
Wisdom: How the Arabs Transformed Western Civilization.
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