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The Gambler King of Clark Street: Michael C. McDonald and the Rise of Chicago’s Democratic Machine

tells the story of a larger-than-life figure who fused Chicago’s criminal underworld with the city’s political

and commercial spheres to create an urban machine built on graft, bribery, and intimidation. In this first ever

biography of McDonald, author Richard C. Lindberg vividly paints the life of the Democratic kingmaker

against the wider backdrop of nineteenth-century Chicago crime and politics. 

Twenty-five years before Al Capone’s birth, Michael McDonald was building the foundations of the

modern Chicago Democratic machine. By marshaling control of and suborning a complex web of precinct

workers, ward and county bosses, justices of the peace, police captains, contractors, suppliers, and spoils-

men, the undisputed master of the gambling syndicates could elect mayoral candidates, finagle key

appointments for political operatives willing to carry out his mandates, and coerce law enforcement and the

judiciary. The resulting machine was dedicated to the supremacy of the city’s gambling, vice, and liquor

rackets during the waning years of the Gilded Age.

McDonald was warmly welcomed into the White House by two sitting presidents who recognized

him for what he was: the reigning “boss” of Chicago.  In a colorful and often riotous life, McDonald seemed

to control everything around him—everything that is, except events in his personal life. His first wife, the

fiery Mary Noonan McDonald, ran off with a Catholic priest. The second, Dora Feldman, twenty-five years

his junior, murdered her teenaged lover in a sensational 1907 scandal that broke Mike’s heart and drove him

to an early grave.

            Michael McDonald’s name has long been cited in the published work of city historians, members of

academia, and the press as the principal architect of a unified criminal enterprise that reached into the

corridors of power in Chicago, Cook County, the state of Illinois, and all the way to the Oval Office. The

Gambler King of Clark Street is both a major addition to Chicago’s historical literature and a revealing

biography of a powerful and troubled man.
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From reader reviews:

Isabel McNeal:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Gambler King of Clark Street: Michael C. McDonald and
the Rise of Chicago's Democratic Machine (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in
Criminology). Try to face the book The Gambler King of Clark Street: Michael C. McDonald and the Rise of
Chicago's Democratic Machine (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) as your
close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Michelle Mills:

The actual book The Gambler King of Clark Street: Michael C. McDonald and the Rise of Chicago's
Democratic Machine (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Lorenzo Lowe:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Gambler King of
Clark Street: Michael C. McDonald and the Rise of Chicago's Democratic Machine (Elmer H Johnson &
Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.

Sarah Acres:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Gambler King of Clark Street: Michael C.
McDonald and the Rise of Chicago's Democratic Machine (Elmer H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson
Series in Criminology) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by



knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Gambler King of Clark Street: Michael C. McDonald and the Rise of Chicago's Democratic Machine (Elmer
H Johnson & Carol Holmes Johnson Series in Criminology).
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