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In 1895, a 27-year-old journalist named William Allen White returned to his home town of Emporia, Kansas,
to edit a little down-at-the-heels newspaper he had just purchased for $3,000. "The new editor," he wrote in
his first editorial, "hopes to live here until he is the old editor, until some of the visions which rise before him
as he dreams shall have come true." White did become "the old editor," remaining with the Emporia Gazette
until his death 50 years later. During his long tenure he gained nation-wide fame as an author, political
leader, and social commentator. But more than anything else, he became the national embodiment of the
small-town newspaperman and all the treasured virtues that small towns represented in the minds of
Americans.
Home Town News is both a fascinating biography and a compelling social history. As Sally Foreman Griffith
shows, White's popular image--kindly yet crusading, fiercely independent yet deeply rooted in his
community--doesn't do justice to the man's complexity. Shrewdly carving out a position of leadership in a
faction-torn town, White carefully shaped his paper's vision of its community to promote local economic
growth, Republican political control, and social harmony. With his emergence as a leader among Midwestern
progressives, he carefully adapted the ideas and rhetoric of small-town boosterism to changing economic
realities. The book uses White's career to help us understand the role of journalism--and the journalist--in
turn-of-the-century American culture. Far from being a simple chronicler of daily events, the small-town
newspaperman carried considerable weight in his community. He was a leading force in local business, a
galvanizing influence in civic life, and a key political activist. As giant corporations came to dominate the
national economy, the newspaperman played a pivotal yet ambivalent role in the resulting social
transformation: he sought to preserve local autonomy even as his paper introduced his readers to mass-
produced consumer goods.
Home Town News also tells the story of Emporia, Kansas, during this period of social change. Its richly
textured descriptions of small-town life take us beyond abstractions like "modernization," "progressivism,"
and "boosterism." As we observe the Emporia Street Fair of 1899, the heated controversy over the morality
of a local doctor in 1902, and the elaborate campaign to build a Y.M.C.A. in 1914, we gain new insights into
the processes that have shaped modern America.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Home Town News: William Allen
White and the Emporia Gazette will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book
with you?

James Oliver:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Home Town News: William
Allen White and the Emporia Gazette book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Maria Smith:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Home Town
News: William Allen White and the Emporia Gazette book because book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alexandria Sharp:

The feeling that you get from Home Town News: William Allen White and the Emporia Gazette may be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Home Town News: William Allen White and the
Emporia Gazette giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
Home Town News: William Allen White and the Emporia Gazette instantly.
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