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Dept. of Speculation is a portrait of a marriage. It is also a beguiling rumination on the mysteries of intimacy,
trust, faith, knowledge, and the condition of universal shipwreck that unites us all.

Jenny Offill’s heroine, referred to in these pages as simply “the wife,” once exchanged love letters with her
husband postmarked Dept. of Speculation, their code name for all the uncertainty that inheres in life and in
the strangely fluid confines of a long relationship. As they confront an array of common catastrophes—a
colicky baby, a faltering marriage, stalled ambitions—the wife analyzes her predicament, invoking
everything from Keats and Kafka to the thought experiments of the Stoics to the lessons of doomed Russian
cosmonauts. She muses on the consuming, capacious experience of maternal love, and the near total
destruction of the self that ensues from it as she confronts the friction between domestic life and the
seductions and demands of art.

With cool precision, in language that shimmers with rage and wit and fierce longing, Jenny Offill has crafted
an exquisitely suspenseful love story that has the velocity of a train hurtling through the night at top speed.
Exceptionally lean and compact, Dept. of Speculation is a novel to be devoured in a single sitting, though its
bracing emotional insights and piercing meditations on despair and love will linger long after the last page.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Hernandez:

This Dept. of Speculation book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Dept. of Speculation without we
realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Dept. of Speculation can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Dept. of Speculation having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Dept. of Speculation is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Steven Connell:

The particular book Dept. of Speculation will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Dept. of Speculation is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Wayne Gaddis:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day
to reading a book. The book Dept. of Speculation it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.
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