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In the thirty-five years since China instituted its One-Child Policy, 120,000 children—mostly girls—have
left China through international adoption, including 85,000 to the United States.  It’s generally assumed that
this diaspora is the result of China’s approach to population control, but there is also the underlying belief
that the majority of adoptees are daughters because the One-Child Policy often collides with the traditional
preference for a son. While there is some truth to this, it does not tell the full story—a story with deep
personal resonance to Kay Ann Johnson, a China scholar and mother to an adopted Chinese daughter.
           
Johnson spent years talking with the Chinese parents driven to relinquish their daughters during the brutal
birth-planning campaigns of the 1990s and early 2000s, and, with China’s Hidden Children, she paints a
startlingly different picture. The decision to give up a daughter, she shows, is not a facile one, but one almost
always fraught with grief and dictated by fear. Were it not for the constant threat of punishment for
breaching the country’s stringent birth-planning policies, most Chinese parents would have raised their
daughters despite the cultural preference for sons. With clear understanding and compassion for the families,
Johnson describes their desperate efforts to conceal the birth of second or third daughters from the
authorities. As the Chinese government cracked down on those caught concealing an out-of-plan child,
strategies for surrendering children changed—from arranging adoptions or sending them to live with rural
family to secret placement at carefully chosen doorsteps and, finally, abandonment in public places. In the
twenty-first century, China’s so-called abandoned children have increasingly become “stolen” children, as
declining fertility rates have left the dwindling number of children available for adoption more vulnerable to
child trafficking. In addition, government seizures of locally—but illegally—adopted children and children
hidden within their birth families mean that even legal adopters have unknowingly adopted children taken
from parents and sent to orphanages.
           
The image of the “unwanted daughter” remains commonplace in Western conceptions of China. With
China’s Hidden Children, Johnson reveals the complex web of love, secrecy, and pain woven in the coerced
decision to give one’s child up for adoption and the profound negative impact China’s birth-planning
campaigns have on Chinese families.
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From reader reviews:

David Martin:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled China's Hidden Children: Abandonment, Adoption, and the Human
Costs of the One-Child Policy. Try to the actual book China's Hidden Children: Abandonment, Adoption,
and the Human Costs of the One-Child Policy as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend
when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Christina Evert:

This book untitled China's Hidden Children: Abandonment, Adoption, and the Human Costs of the One-
Child Policy to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order
it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
guide from your list.

Nathanael Ma:

You can obtain this China's Hidden Children: Abandonment, Adoption, and the Human Costs of the One-
Child Policy by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Hazel Freese:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this China's Hidden Children: Abandonment, Adoption, and the Human Costs of the
One-Child Policy can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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