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"So wise were our elders!" Thus exclaims Mariano Chicunque, himself an elder, expressing in a single
phrase the thrust of the mythic narrative tradition he simultaneously presents and represents in his
storytelling.

A remarkable body of mythology is documented for the first time in this volume. John Homes McDowell's
study revolves around thirty-two mythic narratives of the Kamsá Indians who live in the Sibundoy Valley of
the Colombian Andes, collected by the author from several renowned Kamsá storytellers. Each myth is given
in the native language with parallel English translations that seek to capture the flavor of the original
performances. Textual annotation and commentary assess the grounding of the myths in the language and
culture of the Kamsá indigenous community.

Introductory chapters describe the process of transcription and translation and highlight important
characteristics of the collection. McDowell stresses the collaborative nature of the enterprise, which benefits
from the shared vision of the ethnographer and of indigenous consultants who were involved in every step of
the process. The narratives are portrayed as a residual mythology in transit toward folktale but still evocative
of a traditional cosmos. The myths are much more than inert "literary" objects, and under McDowell's
scrupulous analysis they emerge as a storehouse of narrative potential whose performances still have
meaning in Kamsá society and culture today.

"So Wise Were Our Elders" is a companion volume to McDowell's Sayings of the Ancestors: The Spiritual
Life of the Subundoy Indians (1989).
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Gonzalez:

The book "So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives from the Kamsa can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book "So Wise
Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives from the Kamsa? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book "So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives from the Kamsa
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Tony Caldwell:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This "So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives from the Kamsa book is
readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
involving "So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives from the Kamsa content conveys thinking easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking "So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives
from the Kamsa is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Hazel Reinoso:

"So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives from the Kamsa can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
"So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic Narratives from the Kamsa but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Fay Harris:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This "So Wise Were Our Elders": Mythic
Narratives from the Kamsa is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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