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This book offers the first detailed English-language examination of the Great Vietnamese Famine of 1945,
which left at least a million dead, and links it persuasively to the largely unexpected Viet Minh seizure of
power only months later. Drawing on extensive research in French archives, Geoffrey C. Gunn offers an
important new interpretation of Japanese–Vichy French wartime economic exploitation of Vietnam’s
agricultural potential. He analyzes successes and failures of French colonial rice programs and policies from
the early 1900s to 1945, drawing clear connections between colonialism and agrarian unrest in the 1930s and
the rise of the Viet Minh in the 1940s. Gunn asks whether the famine signaled a loss of the French
administration’s “mandate of heaven,” or whether the overall dire human condition was the determining
factor in facilitating communist victory in August 1945.

In the broader sweep of Vietnamese history, including the rise of the communist party, the picture that
emerges is not only one of local victimhood at the hands of outsiders—French and, in turn, Japanese— but
the enormous agency on the part of the Vietnamese themselves to achieve moral victory over injustice
against all odds, no matter how controversial, tragic, and contested the outcome. As the author clearly
demonstrates, colonial-era development strategies and contests also had their postwar sequels in the
“American war,” just as land, land reform, and subsistence-sustainable development issues persist into the
present.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

This Rice Wars in Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Rice
Wars in Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives)
without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry Rice Wars in Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Rice Wars in Colonial Vietnam:
The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) having fine arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

George Falls:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Rice Wars in Colonial Vietnam: The
Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Megan Rivera:

The book untitled Rice Wars in Colonial Vietnam: The Great Famine and the Viet Minh Road to Power
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice study.

Ashley Washington:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
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