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The urge to connect with that which transcends our experience, be it a higher power, another person or some
artistic ideal or aspect of nature, is one of the things that makes us human. People view the object of this
quest, as well as what it means to achieve it, differently. Yet regardless of how it is understood, the urge to
participate in or belong to something greater and more lasting than ourselves-a feeling born of an awareness
of our mortality-is what defines us as spiritual beings.

Though often dismissed as ephemeral or, worse, demonic, popular music has given voice to this quest for
transcendence since its beginnings. Pop singers are rarely as outwardly spiritual as, say, their gospel
counterparts; they're forever pointing beyond themselves, though, be it to some better future, some higher
ideal, or to some vision of deliverance. Fontella Bass's "Rescue Me," the Four Tops's "Reach Out (I'll Be
There)," Jimmy Cliff's "Many Rivers to Cross," Afrika Bambaataa's "Looking for the Perfect Beat," and U2's
"I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For" are but a handful of popular recordings from the past few
decades that express a longing for something more. What, other than transcendence, is Jimi Hendrix talking
about in "Purple Haze" when he shouts, "'scuse me, while I kiss the sky"? Or Van Morrison, in "Caravan,"
when he implores us to crank our radios and sail away with him into the mystic? Heard in the right light,
secular and even carnal records have the power to speak to transcendental concerns, galvanizing their
historical and cultural moments.

Regardless of their spiritual leanings, all of the subjects discussed in this book (including Public Enemy,
Madonna, Sleater-Kinney, Tricky, Johnny Cash, Nine Inch Nails, Moby, Marvin Gaye, Eminem, Polly
Harvey, Bruce Springsteen and Sly & the Family Stone) make music that expresses a basic striving for
transcendence. Artists' stories and personalities inform these discussions, but only in as much as they
illuminate the struggles and concerns that run through their music. I'll Take You There is a beautifully
written, wide-ranging and illuminating examination of some of the most potent popular music ever recorded.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Keeler:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this I'll Take You There: Pop Music and the Urge
for Transcendence book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Walter Reeves:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the I'll Take You
There: Pop Music and the Urge for Transcendence is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Dale Vaught:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled I'll Take
You There: Pop Music and the Urge for Transcendence your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get prior to. The I'll Take You There: Pop Music and the Urge for Transcendence giving you one more
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Bessie Kraft:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually I'll Take You There: Pop Music and the Urge for
Transcendence. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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