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This edited book examines the East German foreign intelligence service (Hauptverwaltung Aufklärung, or
HVA) as a historical problem, covering politics, scientific-technical and military intelligence and
counterintelligence.

The contributors broaden the conventional view of East German foreign intelligence as driven by the inter-
German conflict to include its targeting of the United States, northern European and Scandinavian countries,
highlighting areas that have previously received scant attention, like scientific-technical and military
intelligence. The CIA’s underestimation of the HVA was a major intelligence failure. As a result, East
German intelligence served as a stealth weapon against the US, West German and NATO targets, acquiring
the lion’s share of critical Warsaw Pact intelligence gathered during the Cold War. This book explores how
though all of the CIA’s East German sources were double agents controlled by the Ministry of State
Security, the CIA was still able to declare victory in the Cold War. Themes and topics that run through the
volume include the espionage wars; the HVA's relationship with the Russian KGB; successes and failures of
the BND (West German Federal Intelligence Service) in East Germany; the CIA and the HVA; the HVA in
countries outside of West Germany; disinformation and the role and importance of intelligence gathering in
East Germany.

This book will be of much interest to students of East Germany, Intelligence Studies, Cold War History and
German politics in general.

Kristie Macrakis is Professor at the Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta. Thomas Wegener Friis is an
Assistant Professor at the University of Southern Denmark’s Centre for Cold War Studies. Helmut Müller-
Enbergs is currently a Visiting Professor at the University of Southern Denmark and holds a tenured senior
staff position at the German Federal Commission for the STASI Archives in Berlin.
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From reader reviews:

James Barclay:

This East German Foreign Intelligence: Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence) book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book
is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. That East German Foreign Intelligence: Myth, Reality and
Controversy (Studies in Intelligence) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry East German Foreign Intelligence: Myth, Reality
and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence) can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This East
German Foreign Intelligence: Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence) having excellent
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kent Walker:

Here thing why that East German Foreign Intelligence: Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in
Intelligence) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends
in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. East German Foreign Intelligence:
Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence) giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with East German Foreign Intelligence:
Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of East German Foreign Intelligence:
Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence) in e-book can be your option.

Lena Lewis:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of
them is this East German Foreign Intelligence: Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence).

Joan Ortega:

The book East German Foreign Intelligence: Myth, Reality and Controversy (Studies in Intelligence) has a



lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.
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