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Merriam Press Military Monograph 86. Fourth Edition (February 2012). While Waclaw Lapkowski was an
experienced pilot who became one of Poland's aces during the war, his early demise, like that of so many
others, has relegated his achievements to the back pages of history, making them nearly forgotten. It is the
author's hope that, in some small way, this work will help preserve the memory of a little known pilot who
fought, not only for his own country, but also for France and England during the early, dark days of World
War II. The second reason for producing this work is the unique use of official combat and operations reports
from the Royal Air Force (RAF). Many of those who are interested in World War II aviation and fighter aces
have read the biographies, and first-hand accounts of air combat contained within, of such men as Douglas
Bader, Witold Urbanowicz, Adolph Galland, and Gregory "Pappy" Boyington, to name just a few. But what
of those "aces" that did not survive to tell their story? How are they to be remembered? In the case of those
who served with the RAF, the answer is, in part, through the use of official combat reports and related
documents. While these official RAF and Polish Air Force (PAF) records do not sound particularly exciting,
a glance at the surviving records quickly proves otherwise. Indeed, the title of this book consists of a
borrowed phrase from one such report, and is a small example of the many dramatic events recorded within,
often in the pilot's own words. While these reports have been an important source for many works on the
RAF and PAF and its achievements during the war, never before, to the author's knowledge, have official
combat reports been presented to the reading public in their original form. Though not originally intended for
public view, they nonetheless make for exciting and informative reading and will be of interest not only to
those with a passing interest in World War II aviation, but to the serious student as well. While the author
was unable to obtain combat reports for all of Lapkowski's flights, those that were procured for September
1940 and June 1941 are of particular interest as they highlight all of the "kills" that he made while serving in
the RAF. What the author found out, from the official combat reports, and various published sources,
uniquely combined with available archaeological artifacts, was fascinating. What emerged from the records
is a story worth telling. Waclaw Lapkowski, though not famous like such other Polish aces as Stanislaw
Skalski, Jan Zumbach, or Urbanowicz, had an interesting and distinguished career. He was in the thick of
battle at the outset of the war, when Germany invaded Poland on September 1, 1939, and saw subsequent
service during the Battle of France and the Battle of Britain in 1940. He achieved air victories in two out of
three of these campaigns, and is one of only a handful of men, less than 150 in number, who served in all
three campaigns. To borrow a phrase from the British, Waclaw Lapkowski truly was one of "The Few," men
whose skill and bravery helped stem the tide of German aggression and made Allied victory possible, at the
cost of their own lives. Contents: Acknowledgments; Introduction; The Source—Combat Report Form F;
The German Invasion of Poland, September 1939; The Battle of France, May-June 1940; The Battle of
Britain, August-September 1940; Shot Down over London, September 1940; Cross-Channel Operations,
January-May 1941; Achieving Ace Status, June 1941; Final Flight, July 1941; Battle of Britain Revisited;
Awards for Distinguished Action by Polish Pilots; Biographies of Polish Pilots; Waclaw Lapkowski's
Combat Claims; Bibliography; 5 illustrations; 30 photos; 18 combat reports; Pilot's flight log.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

The guide with title "With Great Sacrifice and Bravery": The Career of Polish Ace Waclaw Lapkowski
1939-41 includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Arnold Browning:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be learn. "With
Great Sacrifice and Bravery": The Career of Polish Ace Waclaw Lapkowski 1939-41 can be your answer
given it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Nancy Kline:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication "With Great Sacrifice and Bravery": The Career of Polish Ace Waclaw
Lapkowski 1939-41 was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book which you wanted.

Suzanne Robbins:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book "With Great Sacrifice and Bravery": The
Career of Polish Ace Waclaw Lapkowski 1939-41 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the book "With Great Sacrifice and Bravery":
The Career of Polish Ace Waclaw Lapkowski 1939-41 can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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