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Written by one of Europe's leading social theorists, this book takes up the claims of modernity and confronts
them with a stark reality: the ongoing proliferation of war. How can contemporary social and political
thought come to terms with this apparent failure of modernity? Throughout the 20th century the global
struggle of ideologies put paid to the dream that wars were somehow the relic of a bygone, unenlightened
age. But now in the aftermath of the Cold War era, how are we to account for the persistence of war and state
violence?

Drawing on a wide range of material, from World War I and Vietnam to the Gulf War and the conflicts in
the Balkans, Joas engages with current debates in the sociology and politics of war and develops his own
distinctive line of argument concerning the role of warfare in modern societies. He aligns himself with
figures such as Giddens and Mann in the attempt to establish a new and non-functionalist theory of social
change.

This compelling and timely study confronts one of the great paradoxes of our era, and Joas's book is a
substantial contribution towards a new historico-sociological perspectiveon the twentieth century. It will be
of particular interest to students and scholars of sociology and politics, and will appeal to anyone who has
puzzled over the persistence of modern war, and the limits of enlightenment as an historical force.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book War and Modernity: Studies in the History of
Vilolence in the 20th Century. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important the book War and Modernity: Studies in the History of Vilolence in the 20th
Century. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Roy Brown:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this War
and Modernity: Studies in the History of Vilolence in the 20th Century.

Victor Brown:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled War
and Modernity: Studies in the History of Vilolence in the 20th Century your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get ahead of. The War and Modernity: Studies in the History of Vilolence in the
20th Century giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Kathy Ahmed:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving War and Modernity:
Studies in the History of Vilolence in the 20th Century that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world



much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick War and Modernity: Studies in the
History of Vilolence in the 20th Century become your starter.
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