
The Myth of America's Decline: Politics,
Economics, and a Half Century of False Prophecies

Josef Joffe

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0871404494
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0871404494
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0871404494


The Myth of America's Decline: Politics, Economics, and a
Half Century of False Prophecies

Josef Joffe

The Myth of America's Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century of False Prophecies Josef
Joffe

A provocative and contrarian work?filled with great lessons from history?that challenges the
pervasive notion that America is on the decline.

Once every decade, it is "decline time" in America. In recent years, it has been the unstoppable rise of China
that has spelled "finis America." What the Chinese juggernaut is today, the Soviet Union ("We shall bury
you") was in the 1950s. The Vietnam decade of the 1960s was described as America’s "collective suicide
attempt," while in the 1970s, the United States succumbed to Jimmy Carter’s famous "malaise," as the dollar
dangerously plummeted. The 1980s unquestionably belonged to a resurgent Japan, the "Rising Sun,"
whereas in the 1990s, Europe shone forth as an "empire by example." In the naughts, it was "Asia Rising"
that became the flavor of the decade. Despite a litany of prognostications, these contenders have all fallen
back, one by one.

While it may be catnip for the media to play up America as a has-been, Josef Joffe, a leading German
commentator and Stanford University academic, compellingly shows that Declinism is not a cold-eyed
diagnosis but a device in the style of the ancient prophets: "Thou shalt perish, unless…" Gloom is a prophecy
that must be believed so that it will turn out wrong. Joffe repeatedly demonstrates how the "economic
miracles" that propelled the rising tide of challengers flounder against their own limits. Hardly confined to
Europe alone, Declinism has also been an especially nifty career builder for American politicians, among
them Kennedy, Nixon, and Reagan, who all rode into the White House by hawking "the end is near."

Buttressing his argument with facts, Joffe demonstrates that America’s future is sanguine. In contrast to the
Carter years, the economic woes of the Obama era look more like a nasty migraine. By historical standards,
the U.S. defense burden today is extraordinarily low, hence sustainable over the long haul. Immigration (plus
a healthy birth rate) will not only keep the nation younger than China, Japan, Europe, and Russia but will
continue to bring in the world’s best and brightest. Indeed, America is the "world's Ph.D. factory" both in
science and engineering, while its R&D spending dwarfs the "rising rest." Its uniquely deep and wide capital
market encourages innovations and continues to turn dreams into vibrant companies.

Joffe argues that it is only if America "freezes up" by enshrining privilege, closing its doors, and
withdrawing from the world that it will succumb to the rigor mortis that has overwhelmed previous empires.
Effortlessly mixing keen historical insights with brilliant diplomatic and economic analysis, The Myth of
America's Decline becomes a remarkable reflection on our nation’s standing in the world and an eye-opening
account that challenges the pervasive and now tired notion that America is on the decline.
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From reader reviews:

James Collis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Myth of America's
Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century of False Prophecies book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Roxanne Jimenez:

The event that you get from The Myth of America's Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century of
False Prophecies is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Myth of America's
Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century of False Prophecies giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the
item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this particular The Myth of America's Decline: Politics,
Economics, and a Half Century of False Prophecies instantly.

Kathleen Strickland:

This book untitled The Myth of America's Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century of False
Prophecies to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you
can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication
from your list.

Rachel Cady:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Myth of America's Decline:
Politics, Economics, and a Half Century of False Prophecies e-book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation The Myth of America's Decline: Politics, Economics, and a Half Century of False Prophecies as
good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh



come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.
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