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"Management fads in higher education will never be the same. Birnbaum's penetrating analysis reveals in the
clearest possible terms why fads die an early death."
--Burton R. Clark, Allan M. Carter Professor Emeritus of Higher Education and Sociology, University of
California, Los Angeles

"Anyone in higher education leadership should read this critical and amusing book. It goes much further than
the dull descriptions of management techniques for universities and colleges. It is fair, convincing, and well
documented."
--Frans van Vught, Rector Magnificus, University of Twente, The Netherlands

When is a management innovation truly a good idea, and when is it only a fad? In this thoughtful book,
Robert Birnbaum scrutinizes the rise and fall of management fads in higher education since the 1960s. He
shows administrators and faculty how to move beyond the hype of new fads to make wise, informed
decisions and adopt sound management policies.

Birnbaum begins by analyzing the historical development of seven major management systems in higher
education. From these histories, he develops a model for understanding the life cycle of management
innovations, including their creation, development, and eventual adoption or abandonment. He then explains
the social and environmental factors that make institutions vulnerable to fads, plus the psychological issues
that may lead academic managers to support failing fads. This comprehensive resource is for anyone who
wants to understand how management innovations can be used to strengthen the educational and social
purposes of higher education.

To read the first chapter of this book, Seeking the Grail: The Never-Ending Quest, click here.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Mullins:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Management Fads in Higher Education: Where They
Come From, What They Do, Why They Fail. Try to the actual book Management Fads in Higher Education:
Where They Come From, What They Do, Why They Fail as your buddy. It means that it can to get your
friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Claudine Currie:

With other case, little folks like to read book Management Fads in Higher Education: Where They Come
From, What They Do, Why They Fail. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a new book Management Fads in Higher Education: Where
They Come From, What They Do, Why They Fail. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Mary Muncy:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that you can
your reading talent was fluently. A publication Management Fads in Higher Education: Where They Come
From, What They Do, Why They Fail will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suited book with you?

Maria Simmons:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Management
Fads in Higher Education: Where They Come From, What They Do, Why They Fail is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.
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