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When it was first published in France in 1961 as Folie et Déraison: Histoire de la Folie à l'âge Classique,
few had heard of a thirty-four year old philosopher by the name of Michel Foucault. By the time an abridged
English edition was published in 1967 as Madness and Civilization, Michel Foucault had shaken the
intellectual world.

This translation is the first English edition of the complete French texts of the first and second edition,
including all prefaces and appendices, some of them unavailable in the existing French edition.

History of Madness begins in the Middle Ages with vivid descriptions of the exclusion and confinement of
lepers. Why, Foucault asks, when the leper houses were emptied at the end of the Middle Ages, were they
turned into places of confinement for the mad? Why, within the space of several months in 1656, was one
out of every hundred people in Paris confined?

Shifting brilliantly from Descartes and early Enlightenment thought to the founding of the Hôpital Général in
Paris and the work of early psychiatrists Philippe Pinel and Samuel Tuke, Foucault focuses throughout, not
only on scientific and medical analyses of madness, but also on the philosophical and cultural values
attached to the mad. He also urges us to recognize the creative and liberating forces that madness represents,
brilliantly drawing on examples from Goya, Nietzsche, Van Gogh and Artaud.

The History of Madness is an inspiring and classic work that challenges us to understand madness, reason
and power and the forces that shape them.
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From reader reviews:

James Lapham:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled History of Madness can be fine book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Raymond Crandall:

History of Madness can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put
every word into joy arrangement in writing History of Madness yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Donald Shelton:

The book untitled History of Madness contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new
era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This History of Madness is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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