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Of the many consequences advanced by the rise of the eugenics movement in the early twentieth century,
North Carolina forcibly sterilized more than 2,000 women and girls in between 1929 and 1950. This extreme
measure reflects how pseudoscience justified widespread gender, race, and class discrimination in the Jim
Crow South. In Bad Girls at Samarcand Karin L. Zipf dissects a dark episode in North Carolina's eugenics
campaign through a detailed study of the State Home and Industrial School in Eagle Springs, referred to as
Samarcand Manor, and the school's infamous 1931 arson case. The people and events surrounding both the
institution and the court case sparked a public debate about the expectations of white womanhood, the nature
of contemporary science and medicine, and the role of the juvenile justice system that resonated throughout
the succeeding decades. Designed to reform and educate unwed poor white girls who were suspected of
deviant behavior or victims of sexual abuse, Samarcand Manor allowed for strict disciplinary measures --
including corporal punishment -- in an attempt to instill Victorian ideals of female purity. The harsh
treatment fostered a hostile environment and tensions boiled over when several girls set Samarcand on fire,
destroying two residence halls. Zipf argues that the subsequent arson trial, which carried the possibility of
the death penalty, represented an important turning point in the public characterizations of poor white
women; aided by the lobbying efforts of eugenics advocates, the trial helped usher in dramatic policy
changes, including the forced sterilization of female juvenile delinquents. In addition to the interplay
between gender ideals and the eugenics movement, Zipf also investigates the girls who were housed at
Samarcand and those specifically charged in the 1931 trial. She explores their negotiation of Jazz Age
stereotypes, their strategies of resistance, and their relationship with defense attorney Nell Battle Lewis
during the trial. The resultant policy changes -- intelligence testing, sterilization, and parole -- are also
explored, providing further insight into why these young women preferred prison to reformatories.

A fascinating story that grapples with gender bias, sexuality, science, and the justice system all within the
context of the Great Depression--era South, Bad Girls at Samarcand makes a compelling contribution to
multiple fields of study.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Wright:

The book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile
Reformatory to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read
a e-book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

Jennifer Bedard:

The book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory? A number of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality
and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Miranda Durkee:

The particular book Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Bad
Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile Reformatory is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Bonnie Pace:

Precisely why? Because this Bad Girls at Samarcand: Sexuality and Sterilization in a Southern Juvenile
Reformatory is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were



being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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