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For many years, I collected art from the African diaspora. My interest and passion for the arts stemmed from
my childhood visits to the Philadelphia Museum of Art. After retirement from academic and administrative
positions at California State University, Sacramento, I expanded my interest to not only include the
collection of art, but to the curation of art exhibits. In addition, I began photographing and recording the
interesting lives of older African Americans. This latter interest surfaced when I became a grandmother.
Almost all new grandparents become novice photographers and I was no exception.

As a frequent visitor to art exhibits, I was particularly struck by the lack of older African American people
exhibited in the artwork. And since I was fast becoming one of them, I added photographing senior African
Americans to my interest. As part of the photography sessions, I asked each of them to share their formula
for long living. This resulted in my first published book titled, Senior African Americans -They are
Beautiful, Handsome and Wise (available at blurb.com). In that book it is clear that many aged well. In
addition, the seniors show wisdom about aging with grace.

As a result of the first book, I curated art exhibits of the photos and the associated wisdom at the California
State Fair and the University Library Gallery at Sacramento State University. It was interesting and
enlightening to see how young college students reacted to the age, beauty and wisdom of the seniors. Many
saw the need to connect with their grandparents (if possible) and even made mention of their great-
grandparents.

The students' comments inspired me to do a second project, this time with great-grandparents as my focus.
During my research, I discovered Sir Sidney Poitier's book titled, Life Beyond Measures: Letters to my Great
Granddaughter. His book prompted me to ask, "What advice do African American great-grandparents give to
their great-grandchildren?" Clearly, parents give different advice to their progeny as the generations move
forward. I hope this book provides some answers to the question.

Thus, I began my journey to find African American great-grandparents. Gathering the photographs for the
book was quite different from my first one, because I wanted to photograph the great-grandparents with their
great-grandchildren. The addition of children with the "Greats" in the photographs presented a challenge.
Often it was necessary to travel to family gatherings where all parties would be present. In other cases, I had
to obtain the photographs separately and then add them to the finished product. In those instances where very
young children were involved, I had to move quickly before the little ones became too distracted.

The book presents thirty-seven great-grandparents in twelve states. Interestingly, twenty-one of the thirty-
seven had college degrees-ten bachelor's, five master's and six doctorates.

The journey involved in putting this book together was wonderful, and the time I spent with the families
featured on these pages was inspiring. I hope you think so too.

Enjoy

Felicenne H. Ramey
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Greats. All type of book are you
able to see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Gail Kennedy:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Greats why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Micheal Ruiz:

The book untitled Greats contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy
approach. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Theodore Parish:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Greats which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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