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This pioneering book reevaluates the place of converts from Judaism in the narrative of Jewish history. Long
considered beyond the pale of Jewish historiography, converts played a central role in shaping both noxious
and positive images of Jews and Judaism for Christian readers. Focusing on German Jews who converted to
Christianity in the sixteenth through mid-eighteenth centuries, Elisheva Carlebach explores an extensive and
previously unexamined trove of their memoirs and other writings. These fascinating original sources
illuminate the Jewish communities that the converts left, the Christian society they entered, and the
unabating tensions between the two worlds in early modern German history.

The book begins with the medieval images of converts from Judaism and traces the hurdles to social
acceptance that they encountered in Germany through early modern times. Carlebach examines the converts’
complicated search for community, a quest that was to characterize much of Jewish modernity, and she
concludes with a consideration of the converts’ painful legacies to the Jewish experience in German lands.

“Carlebach’s reading of autobiographical texts by converts from Judaism is careful, intelligent, and
skeptical--a model of how to treat spiritual memoirs.”--Todd M. Endelman,
University of Michigan

“This superb book highlights the ambiguous identities of these boundary crossers and their impact on both
German and Jewish self-definitions.”--Paula E. Hyman, Yale University

Elisheva Carlebach is professor of history at Queens College and the Graduate Center, City University of
New York. She is the author of The Pursuit of Heresy: Rabbi Moses Hagiz and the Sabbatian Controversies,
winner of the National Jewish Book Award for Jewish History, and coeditor of Jewish History and Jewish
Memory.
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From reader reviews:

George Sanders:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Divided Souls: Converts
from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Michael Thompson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Divided Souls: Converts from
Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Irene Parker:

Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Divided Souls: Converts
from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Ana Jimenez:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Divided Souls: Converts from Judaism in Germany, 1500-1750 provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.
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