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As Louisiana and Cuba emerged from slavery in the late nineteenth century, each faced the question of what
rights former slaves could claim. Degrees of Freedom compares and contrasts these two societies in which
slavery was destroyed by war, and citizenship was redefined through social and political upheaval. Both
Louisiana and Cuba were rich in sugar plantations that depended on an enslaved labor force. After abolition,
on both sides of the Gulf of Mexico, ordinary people-cane cutters and cigar workers, laundresses and labor
organizers-forged alliances to protect and expand the freedoms they had won. But by the beginning of the
twentieth century, Louisiana and Cuba diverged sharply in the meanings attributed to race and color in public
life, and in the boundaries placed on citizenship.

Louisiana had taken the path of disenfranchisement and state-mandated racial segregation; Cuba had enacted
universal manhood suffrage and had seen the emergence of a transracial conception of the nation. What
might explain these differences?

Moving through the cane fields, small farms, and cities of Louisiana and Cuba, Rebecca Scott skillfully
observes the people, places, legislation, and leadership that shaped how these societies adjusted to the
abolition of slavery. The two distinctive worlds also come together, as Cuban exiles take refuge in New
Orleans in the 1880s, and black soldiers from Louisiana garrison small towns in eastern Cuba during the
1899 U.S. military occupation.

Crafting her narrative from the words and deeds of the actors themselves, Scott brings to life the historical
drama of race and citizenship in postemancipation societies.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

The book Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after Slavery gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after Slavery to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like wide open and read a guide Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after Slavery. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this book?

Doris McNeal:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after
Slavery ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after Slavery
is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book
Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after Slavery. You never feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Carlos Mendoza:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after Slavery as
the daily resource information.

Joel Wall:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be Degrees of Freedom: Louisiana and Cuba after Slavery.
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