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In Zen Buddhism, the concept of freedom is of profound importance. And yet, until now there has been no
in-depth study of the manifestation of this liberated attitude in the lives and artwork of Edo period Zen
monk-painters. This book explores the playfulness and free-spirited attitude reflected in the artwork of two
prominent Japanese Zen monk-painters: Hakuin Ekaku (1685-1768) and Sengai Gibon (1750-1837). The free
attitude emanating from their paintings is one of the qualities which distinguish Edo period Zen paintings
from those of earlier periods. These paintings are part of a Zen ink painting tradition that began following the
importation of Zen Buddhism from China at the beginning of the Kamakura period (1185-1333).In this
study, Aviman elaborates on the nature of this particular artistic expression and identifies its sources,
focusing on the lives of the monk-painters and their artwork. The author applies a multifaceted approach,
combining a holistic analysis of the paintings, i.e. as interrelated combination of text and image-with a
contextualization of the works within the specific historical, art historical, cultural, social and political
environments in which they were created.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Zen Paintings in Edo Japan
(1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon book as basic and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Belinda Timmer:

This Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and
Sengai Gibon usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of
Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868):
Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Monte Lawson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will be
Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868): Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and
Sengai Gibon.

Joel Peterson:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Zen Paintings in Edo Japan (1600-1868):
Playfulness and Freedom in the Artwork of Hakuin Ekaku and Sengai Gibon is simple bringing you can read
it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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