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In United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics, Zachary D.
Kaufman explores the U.S. government's support for, or opposition to, certain transitional justice institutions.
By first presenting an overview of possible responses to atrocities (such as war crimes tribunals) and then
analyzing six historical case studies, Kaufman evaluates why and how the United States has pursued
particular transitional justice options since World War II.

This book challenges the "legalist" paradigm, which postulates that liberal states pursue war crimes tribunals
because their decision-makers hold a principled commitment to the rule of law. Kaufman develops an
alternative theory-"prudentialism"-which contends that any state (liberal or illiberal) may support bona fide
war crimes tribunals. More generally, prudentialism proposes that states pursue transitional justice options,
not out of strict adherence to certain principles, but as a result of a case-specific balancing of politics,
pragmatics, and normative beliefs. Kaufman tests these two competing theories through the U.S. experience
in six contexts: Germany and Japan after World War II, the 1988 bombing of Pan Am flight 103, the 1990-
1991 Iraqi offenses against Kuwaitis, the atrocities in the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s, and the 1994
Rwandan genocide.

Kaufman demonstrates that political and pragmatic factors featured as or more prominently in U.S.
transitional justice policy than did U.S. government officials' normative beliefs. Kaufman thus concludes
that, at least for the United States, prudentialism is superior to legalism as an explanatory theory in
transitional justice policymaking.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Carey:

The reserve untitled United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and
Pragmatics is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice:
Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Watkins:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a publication. The book United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and
Pragmatics it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Tabitha Devore:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying United States Law and Policy on
Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick United States Law and Policy on
Transitional Justice: Principles, Politics, and Pragmatics become your own starter.

Ingrid Baumbach:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication United States Law and Policy on Transitional Justice: Principles,
Politics, and Pragmatics was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now,



many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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