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Today's copyright wars can seem unprecedented. Sparked by the digital revolution that has made copyright--
and its violation--a part of everyday life, fights over intellectual property have pitted creators, Hollywood,
and governments against consumers, pirates, Silicon Valley, and open-access advocates. But while the digital
generation can be forgiven for thinking the dispute between, for example, the publishing industry and Google
is completely new, the copyright wars in fact stretch back three centuries--and their history is essential to
understanding today's battles. The Copyright Wars--the first major trans-Atlantic history of copyright from
its origins to today--tells this important story.

Peter Baldwin explains why the copyright wars have always been driven by a fundamental tension. Should
copyright assure authors and rights holders lasting claims, much like conventional property rights, as in
Continental Europe? Or should copyright be primarily concerned with giving consumers cheap and easy
access to a shared culture, as in Britain and America? The Copyright Wars describes how the Continental
approach triumphed, dramatically increasing the claims of rights holders. The book also tells the widely
forgotten story of how America went from being a leading copyright opponent and pirate in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries to become the world's intellectual property policeman in the late twentieth. As it
became a net cultural exporter and its content industries saw their advantage in the Continental ideology of
strong authors' rights, the United States reversed position on copyright, weakening its commitment to the
ideal of universal enlightenment--a history that reveals that today's open-access advocates are heirs of a
venerable American tradition.

Compelling and wide-ranging, The Copyright Wars is indispensable for understanding a crucial economic,
cultural, and political conflict that has reignited in our own time.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

This The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle book is absolutely not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. This kind of The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle
without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
become worry The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle can bring any time you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even telephone. This The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

William Harris:

The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Copyright Wars:
Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Lydia Rogers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Copyright Wars: Three Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle
was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book
you wanted.

Thomas Paine:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Copyright Wars: Three



Centuries of Trans-Atlantic Battle.
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