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At a time when more and more plants and animals are threatened with extinction by humanity's ever-
increasing pressure on the land and oceans of the planet, this book sets out to record sources of colorants
discovered and used on all the continents from antiquity until the present day.

Some 300 plants and 30 animals (marine molluscs and scale insects) are illustrated and discussed by the
author, whose passion for natural dyes, with their colors of unequalled richness and subtlety, has taken her
across the globe in search of dye sources and dyers. Botanical and zoological details are given for each
source and chemical structures for each dye. Dyes employed by different civilizations are illustrated and
relevant historical recipes and detailed descriptions of dyeing-processes by traditional dyers are quoted and
explained in the light of modern science. Other current uses of such colorants, such as in medicine, and as
colorants for food and cosmetics, are also noted.

Although natural dyes have been largely replaced by synthetic dyes, increasing worldwide awareness of the
harmful consequences of the pollution resulting from the production and use of some synthetic colorants has
led to a significant revival and renewed interest in natural colorants. As potential renewable resources,
natural dyes are an integral part of the major issue of our time: sustainable development.

The aim of this book is to provide a scientific background for this important debate.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Johnson:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Natural Dyes will make you to possibly be smarter.
You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or
reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suited book with you?

Terry Palladino:

The guide untitled Natural Dyes is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Natural Dyes
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jack Bemis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Natural Dyes can be good book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

Barbara Robbins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be examine. Natural Dyes can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those
short free time problems.
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